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The Offices of the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the 
Board of Trade are at 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 
registered telegraphic address, “ Advantage, London ; .” Code, 5th 
Edition A.B.C.; telephone number, 12807 Central. A statement 
of the objects and work of the Branch will be found on p. 48. 


Attention is directed to the Sample Room at the above address, 
the latest additions to which are the following :— 


Reference in “ Board 
of Trade Journal.” 





Samples. 








Date. Page. 





Blanket required by Norwegian Naval Authorities -. | 25th Mar., 1909 | 556 
Cloth, stated to be of Austrian make, sold at Monastir ... | 18th _,, pe 510 
Court Plaster (German) and Paper (Dutch), both bearing | 

British Royal Arms, sold in Spain | 25th Feb., 371 
Woollen Blanket required byEgyptian Prisons Department | ar es 358 
Standard Fair Average Quality Western Australian | 

Wheat of 1908-9 __... one ae, Ge ” ee 389: 
‘** Vegetable” Asbestos produced in Chungking one .. | 24th Dec., 1908 | 620. 
Silk from Wild Cocoons in Manchuria ... ose | 17th ,, 574 
“ Machetes” sold in Panama me oo . mn 546 
Cardigan Jackets and *‘ Shal”’ sold at Diarbekir .. ose | eR a 494 
Rice and Cotton from Bolivia one ee -- 12th Nov, 333 
Cotton Goods sold in Turkey be one eee .. | 29th Oct, 204 
Bean Oil from Japan .. oes ove eee w. | 22nd 184 
Filasse produced from Ramie fibre ... ~ oe sod 129 
Copper Ore from Trebizond . wie _ sot oo? oe 128 
Natal grown Maize ... seid sae wah sen a ae 130 








*.* Particulars are given on p. 47 respecting the Register of 
British firms who may desire to receive Confidential Information 
relative to their respective trades. 

Trade Enquiry Offices have been established at 73, Basinghall 
Street, E.C., by the Governments of the Dominion of Canada 
and Queensland. _ A list of Colonial Trade Enquiry Offices will be 
found on p. 48. 





OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE. 


BRITISH INDIA. 
According to ‘‘ Indian Engineering” of 6th March, tenders are 
invited for the supply of 350,000 sleepers for 
Sleepers. the use of the Oudh and Rohilkhand Railway, 
one-half of the total number to be delivered 
between lst January and 3lst March, 1910, and the remainder 
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BRITISH INDIJA—continued. 


(viz., 175,000) between Ist April and 3lst May, 1910. The 
sleepers should be 9ft. 6in. long, 10in. wide, and Sin. thick. 
‘Tenders will be considered for any of the following descriptions of 
timber :—Indian— Sal, Deodar or Burmese Pynkado; Western 
Australian—Hill-grown Jarrah; New South Wales, Tasmanian 
or Queensland mixed hardwoods, the varieties and their per- 
centages being clearly specified; Java teak. 

Tenderers are requested to state the number of sleepers 
offered of each kind of timber (when more than one kind is 
offered) and to quote rate for each kind as well as the average rate. 
Tenders may be submitted for the whole or any portion of the 
quantity required. 

The Australian, Tasmanian and Java teak sleepers are to be 
Government inspected and marked true to name, at the cost of 
the suppliers; the price quoted should include delivery f.o.r., 
Calcutta. 

Tenders will be received by the Secretary, Railway Board, 
Simla, up to noon on the 3lst May, 1909. The cover should be 
endorsed on the outside with the sender’s name and address and 
should be superscribed in red ink: “ Tenders for Sleepers required 
by the Oudh and Rohilkhand Railway.” Unless so superscribed 
they are liable to be returned without consideration. 

Forms of tender and specifications can be had from the 
Engineer-in-Chief, Oudh and Rohilkhand Railway, Lucknow, on 
payment of a fee of Rs. 100 (6/. 13s. 4d.), returnable if a bond- 
fide tender is submitted. 


According to the “ Pioneer Maii” (Allahabad) of 5th March, the 
doubling of railway tracks is proceeding 
Bridgework. vigorously on important lines in India, the 
East Indian, the Great Indian Peninsula and 
the North-Western all having works in progress. At the same 
time the old bridges have to be dealt with, for none of these have 
double tracks. In some instances the piers stand ready for another 
set of girders and rails, as in the case of the Jumna Bridge at 
Allahabad, but in others it is found to be cheaper to build entirely 
new structures. On the North-Western system it is understood 
that, new bridges are to be built over the Beas, the Sutlej at 
Phillour, and the Jumna at Kalanaur. These will all be for a 
double track, and the works will be carried out in connection with 
the doubling of the line from Amritsar to Saharanpur. 
The “ Burma Gazette” of 27th February notifies that, in exercise 
Electric Power of the powers conferred by section 4 (1) of the 
Plant for Burma Indian Electricity Act, 1903, the Lieutenant- 
‘ Governor is pleased to sanction the grant of a 
licence to the Burma Electric Tramways and Lighting Company, 
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BRITISH INDIA—continued. 


Limited, of Mandalay, for the supply of energy within the 
Mandalay Municipality. 


A Rangoon correspondent of the official “ Indian Trade Journal” 
Plant for states that a new company, known as the Burma 
Chemical Industries, Ltd., has been registered 

Manufacture of _ . ; 
Sulphuric Acid 22 Rangoon with a capital of five lakhs of rupees 
Pi vrasele (about 33,000/.). Its primary object is to 
manufacture suphuric acid for the oil refining 

companies of Burma. 





CANADA. 


The following commercial enquiries have been received at the 
Offices of the High Commissioner for Canada, 17, 
Victoria Street, London, 8.W., whence further 
information regarding them may be obtained: — 


HOME ENQUIRIES. 


A London firm are desirous of hearing from Canadian shippers of 
lumber, and particularly wish to get into touch with exporters of 
rock elm logs and lumber, also maple soft elm, hickory, and oak 
lumber and logs. 

A Scottish tirm manufacturing railway rolling -stock requirements 
in bar iron wish to get into touch with Canadian buyers. 

A North of England firm are prepared to investigate any engi- 
neering problems for Canadian manufacturers; also to purchase 
for, inspect during construction, and test when necessary all classes 
of machinery, engineering material and supplies. 

An East Anglian firm manufacturing general, toilet and painters’ 
brushes wish to appoint suitable agents in all parts of Canada. 

A London firm manufacturing motor cars, launches, marine en- 
gines, industrial plant, &c., wish to appoint an agent at Vancouver, 
B.C. 

A North of England firm wish to appoint Canadian agents for 
the sale of Scotch-grown mangold and swede seeds, also Scotch-grown 
seed potatoes. 

A Lancashire firm manufacturing boiler scale preventative wish 
to appoint representatives in Canada. 

A firm in the Midlands of England manufacturing springwork, 
wirework, clips, and novelties of all kinds wish to get into touch 
with Canadian storekeepers and others who might assist them in 
entering the Canadian market. 

A South Staffordshire firm manufacturing coach and carriage 
lamps and other fittings, as well as general saddlery goods, are 
desirous of being placed in touch with Canadian buyers. : 


Commercial 
Enquiries. 
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CANADA—continued. 


A West of England correspondent wishes to get into touch with 
Canadian produce exporters who might be open to appoint a repre- 
sentative in Great Britain. 

Enquiry has been made by a Yorkshire correspondent for the 
names of Canadian produce exporters requiring representation in 
the United Kingdom. 

A London firm wish to get into touch with Canadian producers 
of ores and minerals who may wish to enter the English market. 

Enquiry is made by a London firm for the names of leather 
manufacturers in Canada willing to buy supplies of raw sheep and 
other hides. 

A Yorkshire firm manufacturing a machine for automatically 
firing boiler farnaces with small coal (“slack”) wish to open up a 
business connection in Canada. 

Enquiry has been made by a London firm for the names of 
Canadian producers of blue amianthus. 

A South of England firm manufacturing arseniate of lead, extract 
of quassia, quassia chips, and other insecticides wish to get into 
touch with firms in the fruit-growing districts of Canada who 
might be disposed to do business in these goods. 

A London firm make enquiry for the name of a Canadian firm 
manufacturing a patent cash-carrying system. 


CANADIAN ENQUIRIES. 

A Toronto firm wish to get into touch with United Kingdom 
manufacturers of confectionery requiring representation in Canada. 

Enquiry hes been made by a firm at Toronto for the names of 
dry goods firms in Great Britain wishing to enter the Canadian 
market. 

A correspondent at Toronto wishes to secure agencies for woollen 
and worsted cloths, tailors’ trimmings, linens, hosiery, underwear, 
dress goods, linings, &c. 

Enquiry is made by a firm in the Province of Ontario for the 
name of a United Kingdom firm manufacturing hardware, such as 
small tools, cutlery, and other specialities. 


Note—For further information regarding any of the above, 
application should be made to the High Commissioner for Canada, 
17, Victoria Street, London, S.W. 

¥ * * . 

The following commercial enquiries have been received at the 
Canadian Government City Trade Branch, 73, Basinghall Street, 
London, E.C., whence further information regarding them may be 
obtained :— 

HOME ENQUIRIES. 

A London firm would be pleased to receive samples and quota- 

tions from Canadian producers of iron oxides. 
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CANADA— continued. 


A Dublin firm ask to be placed in communication with Canadian 
flour mills who would be prepared to appoint an agent for the sale 
of their products in Ireland. 

A Midland company manufacturing leather belting, harness and 
saddlery, and other manufactures of leather, ask to be put in touch 
with Canadian importers. 

A company manufacturing iron tablets of all descriptions would 
like to do business in Canada. 


CANADIAN ENQUIRIES. 


A New Brunswick firm wish to be placed in correspondence 
with United Kingdom firms seeking representation in Canada for 
the sale of tea, coffee, spices and similar goods. 

A Canadian company manufacturing wooden wheels and all kinds 
of wheel parts are prepared to appoint a first-class agent possessin 
the necessary connection for the sale of their goods in the United 
Kingdom upon commission. 

A British Columbia company invite additional agencies in 
grocery specialities and confectionery. United Kingdom references. 


Note.—-For further information regarding any of the above, 
application should be made to the Canadian Government City Trade 
Branch, 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 


The “ Canada Gazette ” of 18th March contains a notice to the effect 

Hydro-Electric that application will be made to the Canadian 

y Plant Parliament during its present session for an 

. Act incorporating a company, under the name 

of the Fundy Tidal Power Company, to develop and utilise the 

power from the tidal flow of certain waters, rivers and basins 

emptying into the Bay of Fundy, and to supply electric energy 
therefrom. 


The same “Gazette” contains a notice to the effect that the 
Canadian Pacific Railway Company, as lessee 
Wharf sd ; 

ieee of and exercising all the rights and franchises 

‘of the New Brunswick and Canada Railway 

Company, have ,deposited in the office of the Minister of Public 

Works at Ottawa plans of a wharf proposed. to be constructed 
at St. Andrews, New Brunswick. 


The “‘ Gazette” publishes a further notification to the effect that a 
Steel Dock plan of a proposed steel dock for the harbour 

of Port Arthur (Ontario) has been deposited 

with the Minister of Public Works at Ottawa. 


Construction. 
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VICTORIA. 


H.M. Trade Commissioner in Australia (Mr. C. Hamilton Wickes) 
is informed that the estimated requirements of 
the Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of 
Works for the next four years will entail an 
expenditure of one million sterling—approximately 600,0001., for 
a fresh water supply for Melbourne, and 400,000I. for sewage work 
—and that a Bill to enable the Board to raise the necessary loan has 
accordingly been introduced in the Legislative Assembly of 
Victoria. 


Water Supply and 
Sewage Works. 





SOUTH AUSTRALIA. 


The Board of Trade Correspondent at Adelaide has forwarded a 
ei copy of a notice issued by the Supply and 
a ae Tender Board Office, Adelaide, to the effect that 
tenders will be received at that office, up till 
3 p.m. on 19th May, for the supply of the following materials, 
delivered in bond, on wharf, Port Adelaide; wharfage to be paid 
by the contractor :— 
82 best mild steel boiler plates. 
8 best mild steel smokebox tube plates (two drawings, ls. 
each). 
8 best mild steel firebox back plates (two drawings, 1s. each). 
8 copper wrapping plates. 
8 copper tube plates, flanged (two drawings, 1s. 6d. each). 
8 copper back plates, flanged (two drawings, 2s. 6d. each). 
935 mild steel sheets. 
1,050 solid drawn copper tubes. 
82 solid drawn copper pipes. 
30 bright weldless steel tubes. 
4, sets crucible steel hornblocks (one drawing, 4s., and one 
drawing, 2s. 6d.). 
8 best cast steel slide bars (one drawing, 1s.). 
8 sets wheels and axles complete (three drawings, 5s. each, 
and one, 3s.). 
24 mild steel frame plates. 
53 mild steel plates. 
35 bars coping iron (two drawings, 1s. each). 
6 best steel crank axles (two drawings, 5s. each). 
54 best steel crank pin forgings (one drawing, 1s. 6d., and 
one, 28.). 
56 bars best mild steel angles. 
12 spiral springs for loco. safety valves (one drawing, 1s. 6d.). 
29 bars angle steel. 
2 cast-steel engine frame stays (one drawing, 1s. 6d.). 
Specifications may be seen and forms of tender obtained at the 








— 
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SOUTH AUSTRALIA—continued. 


Supply and Tender Board office at Adelaide, and at the office of 
the Chief Mechanical Engineer, Islington, South Australia; a copy 
of the specification may also be seen at the office of the Government 
Inspecting Engineer in London for the South Australian Govern- 
ment, 54, Victoria Street, S.W. 

Copies of indent, with specifications complete (19s. each) and 
drawings, may be obtained at the office of the Chief Mechanical 
Engineer, Islington, South Australia. 

The materials are subject to the inspection, test, and approval of 
the Government Inspecting Engineer in London, or the Chief 
Mechanical Engineer, in Adelaide. 

A copy of the specification may be inspected by British makers 
on application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the 
Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 


The Board of Trade have received copies of plans of proposed 

railways from Port Adelaide to Glanville and 

Railway Plant. Glanville to Largs (see “ Board of Trade 

Journal” of 4th March, p. 406), and from Brink- 

worth to Mundoora. The plans may be seen by British firms 

interested on application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of 
the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C, 





CAPE COLONY: 


The ‘‘ Cape of Good Hope Government Gazette” of 5th March 
announces that tenders will be received by the 
Chairman of the Tender Board, Controller and 
Auditor General’s Office, Parliament Street, 
Cape Town, until noon on 12th May, for the supply of about 
300 black waterproof coats between Ist July, 1909 and 30th 
September, 1910. 

The overcoats must be in every respect, as regards make, material 
and workmanship, similar and equal to the sample to be seen at 
the office of the Agent-General for the Cape Colony, 100, Victoria 
Street, London, S.W., where also forms of tender and any further 
particulars required can be obtained. A sample overcoat must be 
submitted to the Controller of Stores, General Post Office, Cape 
Town. ° 

South African manufacturers will be given a preference of 10 per 
cent. provided the material from which the overcoats are made is 
produced within South Africa, and the garments manufactured in 
South Africa; and of 5 per cent, if they are partially or wholly 
manufactured within South Africa from imported material. 


Waterproof 
Overcoats. 
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TRANSVAAL. 


The ‘“ Transvaal Government Gazette” of 19th February contains 

; a notice to the effect that application will be 

— Power made to the Transvaal ae during its 

ant. . ’ 

next session for leave to introduce a private 

bill authorising the incorporation of a company called the Pretoria 

Power Company, Ltd., to use the waters of the Crocodile River 

(Eastern Transvaal) and of its tributaries for the generation of 

electric power, and to establish wires for the transmission of 

electric current in the districts of Barberton, Carolina, Lydenburg, 
Middelburg, Pretoria and Witwatersrand. 

The same ‘“ Gazette ” also contains a notice of intention to apply 
to the Transvaal Assembly for leave to introduce a private bill 
authorising the incorporation of a company, called the Rand Mines 
Power Supply Company, Ltd., to establish wires and pipes for 
the transmission of electric current from a power station to be 
erected by the Company at some point near or between Lawley 
Station and Canada Junction, along the railway to such points 
on the same within the Witwatersrand district as the Company 
may desire. 





EGYPT: 


Referring to the notice on page 554 of the “Board of Trade 

Journal” of 25th March respecting a call for 
Drainage Works. tenders for main drainage works at Cairo, 

H.M. Consul at Cairo (Mr. A. D. Alban) has 
now forwarded a complete set of the plans relative thereto, which 
may be inspected by British firms interested, on application at the 
Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, 
Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 


H.M. Consul has also forwarded a copy of ihe conditions of tender 
for the supply of winter clothing for the years 
Clothing. 1909-10, 1910-11 and 1911-12 required by the 
Egyptian State railways and telegraphs. Ten- 
ders will be received in Cairo not later than the 8th May next and 
should be accomplished by samples of the cloth the tenderers propose 
to supply. Copies of the specification, price 2s. per copy, may be 
obtained, from the office of the Administration’s Inspecting Engineer 
in London, Lieut.-Col. J. H. Western, U.M.G., Queen Anne’s 
Chambers, Broadway, Westminster, S.W., where also standard 
samples may be examined by intending tenderers. 

A copy of the specification and conditions may be seen by 
British manufacturers interested on application at the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch of the Board of ‘Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, 
London, E.C. 
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EG Y P'T—continued. 


The London Agent for the Egyptian War Office (Lieut.-Col. J. H. 

Western, ©.M.G.) notifies that tenders are 

Drugs. invited by the Medical Corps of the Egyptian 

Army for the supply of drugs and materials for 

the year ending 3lst December, 1910. Tender forms may be 

obtained from Lieut.-Col. Western, Queen Anne’s Chambers, 

Broadway, Westminster, 8.W., to whom tenders are to be sent by 
27th May. 





RUSSIA (POLAND). 


An enquiry has been received at the British Consulate at Warsaw 
Ges eink from a firm in that city who desire to get into 
Engines communication with British manufacturers of 
gas and gasoline engines. ‘The firm remark 
that owing to the fact that.Ruyssian import duties are usually based 
on the weight of the articles imported, it scarcely pays to import 
very heavy machinery, and, that if British manufacturers would 
consent to the heavier and unimportant portions of the machinery 
being made to their specifications locally, it would greatly assist 
the importation of the more essential portions. 
Communications from British manufacturers referring to the 
above should be addressed to the British Consulate at Warsaw. 





GERMANY: 


An enquiry has been received at the British Consulate at Stuttgart 
Agéat for from a trader in that town who desires to obtain 
Linseed-Oil the representation in Germany of a first-class 

firm of linseed-oil manufacturers who are able 

to supply any quantities desired at any time, and 
who can compete successfully with the German trade in prices. 

Communications from British manufacturers interested should be 

addressed to the British Consulate at Stuttgart. 


Manufacturers. 





NETHERLANDS. 


With reference to the notice on p. 557 of the “ Board of Trade 

_ Journal” of 25th March, relative to a call for 

Cast-iron Pipes. tenders for the supply of pipes to the Rotterdam 

Waterworks, a copy of the specification (in 

Dutch), together with drawings, has been received from H.M. Consul 

at Rotterdam (Mr. H. Turing), and may be seen by British makers 

on application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board 
of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 

It should be noted that tenders must be received in Rotterdam 
by 4 p.m. on the 5th April. They should be marked “ Inschrij- 
ving voor gegoten ijzeren buizen,” and addressed ‘ Aan de Com-=: 
missie voor de Drinkwaterleiding der gemeente Rotterdam.” 
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NETHERLANDS —continued. 

The “ Bulletin Commercial” (Brussels) of 27th March notifies 

that tenders are invited by the Amsterdam 

yor Storage Communal Administration for the supply and 

ppliances. . . . 

erection of the appliances and other material 

requisite for the construction of a cold storage depét, with an ice- 

making factory, intended for the Amsterdam abattoir. Tenders 

will be opened at noon on 10th May. Plans and specifications 

may be obtained from the Communal printers (Nes) on payment 
of 1.25 florin (2s. 1d.). 





SWITZERLAND. 


The “ Feuille Fédérale Suisse” of 24th March publishes a decree 

granting toa preliminary committee represented 
Railway Plant. by Mr. H. Chenaux of Villeneuve, on behalf of 

a company to be formed, an eighty years’ 
concession for the construction and working of a narrow-gauge 
electric railway, 58 kilometres (about 34 miles) long, from 
Villeneuve to Bouveret. Of the 20,0001. which is estimated as the 
cost of construction, 4,800/. has been allocated for permanent way 
material, 2,400/. for electric conductors, and 2,200/. for rolling 
stock. 

Another 80 years’ concession is granted to Mr. J. Seiler- 
Brunner, proprietor of the Belvédére Hotel, on the Furca route, 
for the construction and working of a funicular railway from 
Muttbach to the Belvédére Hotel, a distance of 490 metres (4 mile). 
10,0007. is estimated as the cost of construction, and of this 
amount 1,400l. has been allocated for permanent way material, 
and 1,600/. for rolling stock. 





SPAIN. 
The ‘“*Gaceta de Madrid” of 10th March contains a notice 
inviting tenders, and plans, relative to the 


pasning construction of a building for a General and 
Materials, ‘Technical Institute, Normal School for Teachers 
pamenatery and Elementary School for Arts and Crafts at 
Puthings, Se. Castellén de la Plana. The contract price in 


respect of this work must not exceed 1,600,000 pesetas (about 
57,0007.) and must include cost of construction, decoration, 
electrical installation, laboratory fittings, &c. Tenders must be 
submitted to the ‘“ Subsecretaria, Ministerio de Instruccién Pablica - 
y Bellas Artes, Madrid ” within four months from the date of the 
publication of the notice in the ‘“ Gaceta.” 

Although this competition is limited to Spanish architects, the 
ultimate award in respect thereof may necessitate the purchase of 
special material, which may have to be obtained out of Spain (see 
‘“ Board of Trade Journal” of 25th February, page 362). 
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SPAIN—continued, 


The “ Gaceta,” containing further particulars, may be seen by 
British firms interested on application at the Commercial Intelli- 
gence Branch of the Board of ‘Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, 
London, E.C. 


The “ Gaceta” of 18th March notifies that Don Antonio Manterola 
has applied to the Direccién General de Obras 

Railway Plant. Piablicas, Madrid, for the concession relative to 
the construction and working of a railway from 

Carrién de los Condes to Guardo, and that a period of sixty days 
subsequent to the date of the “Gaceta” is allowed for the 
presentation of competing offers at the above-mentioned Direccién. 





ITALY. | | 
The ‘“‘ Gazzetta Utficiale” of 20th March publishes a notice, issued 
Rail by the Italian State Railways, inviting tenders 

ne Ny for the construction of the section from Bivio 
_ Sciacca to Ribera of the Bivio Sciacca—Bivio 
Greci-Porto—Empedocle Railway. This section will be nearly six 
miles long. The upset price is placed at 1,076,000 lire (43,000/.), 
and the competition will turn on the percentage of reduction 
offered on that sum. To qualify any tender a deposit of 53,000 
lire (2,1201.) will be required, to be increased by the successful 
tenderer to 107,000 lire (4,280/.).° Tenders, which will be 
opened at 10 a.m. on the 24th April, should be addressed to the 
*¢ Direzzione Generale delle Ferrovie dello Stato, Servizio 1, Ufficio 
Contratti, via Ludovisi, No. 4, Rome,” and the envelope should 
bear the following superscription ‘‘ Offerta per Asta; Tronco 
Bivio Sciacca-Ribera.” 


The “ Bollettino Finanze, Ferrovie, Industrie” (Rome) of 21st 
Railway Plant March contains a notice to the effect that 
y a further projects have been submitted to the 
eer Works, Communal Authorities of Rome for connecting 
e the capital by railway with the sea at 
various points in the Ostia district, where new harbours are also 
to be constructed. As far as can be ascertained, the authorities 
favour the building ofa line from Rome to Ostia, mentioned in the 
Bill of 1907, and negotiations to this end are proceeding with a 
powerful Italian company, which is executing important works 
in the South of Italy. 

The same “ Bollettino” notifies that the Superior Council of 
Public Works have accepted the application in respect of a 
concession for the construction and working of a railway from 
Pontedera to Saline di Volterra. The concession will carry with 
it a State subsidy either of 6,950 lire (278/.) per kilometre for 70 
years, or of 7,400 lire (296/.) per kilomatre for 50 years. 


- Ye ene So Shar anes eee eee Jor eee ee 





















~ 22 EELS NR en re ean eee 


12° THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. [ Apr. 1, 1909. 





Openings for British Trade. 





The Superior Council have also accepted the application in 
respect of a concession for the construction and working of a 
railway from Pian di Pieca to Macerata and Ancona, which will 
carry with it a State subsidy either of 5,930 lire (237/.) per 
kilometre for 70 years, or of 6,292 lire (2521.) for 50 years. 


The carrying out of the above projects will no doubt involve the 
purchase of a substantial quantity of steel rails and other materials, 
which may, perhaps, have to be obtained wholly or in part out of 


Italy. 





ROUMANIA: 
H.M. Consul at Bucharest (Mr. O. Wardrop) reports the announce- 
ment in the “ Bukarester Tagblatt” of the 
Plant for _ . 

Sunent Besters 9th March that privileges under the Industrial 
‘ Law have been granted to a new cement 
factory which Mr. Paul Kerster, engineer and manufacturer, 
of Bad Késen (Saxony), on behalf of a group of German capitalists, 
represented in Bucharest by Mr. E. Wolf, proposes to establish in 
Roumania, to supply the home market and to export to Bulgaria, 
Turkey, Asia Minor, and Egypt. A company is to be formed with 
a capital of from two to three million francs (80,000/. to 120,0001.). 
Mr. Wardrop adds that the factories already at work produce far 

more than the country consumes. 


H.M. Consul also reports that, according to the “ Bukarester 

Tagblatt” of 24th March, 5,500,000 frs. 

Ships. (220,0001.) from the Budget surplus for 1907-8 

will be spent on new vessels, viz.: a new 

assenger steamer for the Constantza-Alexandria line, at a cost 

of 2,000,000 frs. (80,000/.), and two new new cargo boats, larger 

than any now possessed by the Service Maritime Roumain, for 

the service between the Black Sea and Antwerp and Liverpool, 
at a cost of 3,500,000 fre. (140,000/.). 


The “ Curier Financiar” (Bucharest) of 8/21st March contains an 
Electric Tramway 22nOuncement to the effect that, at a meeting 
Plant Y held on the 4/17th March, the Communal 

oak Council of Bucharest accepted the draft bill 
relative to the construction of new electric tramway lines, wherein 
provision is made for the formation of a Roumanian company with 
a capital of 4,000,000 lei (160,000/.), of which the Municipality 
will subscribe a quarter, the balance to be obtained by public 
subscription. The Municipality will also erect at Grozaveshti 
electric works for the generation of power for electric traction and 
for lighting. For this latter purpose and for other Corporation 
works parliamentary sanction will be applied for to contract a loam 


of 10,000,000 lei (400,000/.). - 
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Openings for British Trade. ~ 





TURKEY. 
With reference to the notice on pp. 519-21 of the “ Board of Trade 
Journal ” of 18th March relative to an official 


si ee ae report on public works to be undertaken in 
. hates Turkey, a French translation of the report in 


question, together with maps, has now been 
received from H.M. Consul-General at Constantinople (Mr. H. C. 
A. Eyres) and may be consulted by British firms interested on 
application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board 
of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 


According tu a notice in the quarterly “Trade Journal,” dated 

15th March, of the British Chamber of 

Scap. Commerce of Turkey, the heavy rise in the 

price of olive oil has naturally caused an 

increase in the price of soap. Ordinary white soap is selling in 

Turkey at about tenpence per kilo., and will probably become 

dearer. It is suggested that English soap makers might seize 

this opportunity to place a cheap household soap on the Turkish 
market to compete with the native product. 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


An enquiry has been received at the British Consulate at Galveston 
from a firm of shipbrokers and importers of that 





pone So city who desire to be placed in communica- 
Cail tion with exporters of precipitated chalk in 


the United Kingdom. Communications from 
British firms interested should be addressed to the British Consulate 
at Galveston. 





MEXICO. 

The “ Diario Oficial ” of 12th March publishes a contract entered 

into between the State and Mr. C. Ignacio de 
Railway Plant. la Torre y Mier, for the construction and 

working of a railway, which, starting from San 
Bartolo, District of Lerma, passes San Francisco, Santa Catarina, 
San Nicolés Peralta and Cocoapa, the La Torre station on 
the National Mexican railway, Ocoyoacac, Texcaltengo, Calpulhuac, 
Santiago Tianguistengo and Almolova del Rio, and terminates 
at Tenango. The line must be begun within six months, and the 
concessionaire undertakes to complete at least twenty kilometres 
during the first year, another twenty in the second year, and the 
remainder during the third year. 


BRAZIL. 

The “ Diario Official” of 26th February publishes a decree, dated 
Bridge 18th February, opening at the Ministry of 
Gincmuitin Industry, Communications and Public Works 

’ a credit of 200,000 milreis (about 12,5001.) for 

the construction of a bridge over the River Paranahyba, in accord- 
ance with decree No. 6,715 of 7th November, 1907. 
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° Openings for British Trade. 





BRA ZI L—continued. 


The “ Diario” of 4th March contains a notice, issued by the 
Harbour Works Ministry of Marine, inviting tenders for the 
Dredgine.&c, ox? cution of extensive work connected with the 
Bing, “C- arsenal which is going to be established in the 
Island of Cobras. This work will include the building of docks and 
wharves, a building slip 294 feet in length, for the construction of 
vessels up to 4,500 tons, and the opening of a channel along 
by the new docks, &c. This channel must be at least 300 metres wide, 
and 10 metres deep at low tide. Tenders, which will be received 
at the “‘Inspectoria de Engenharia Naval, Ministerio-da Marina, 
Rio de Janeiro,” until noon on the 30th April, must be accompanied 
by a deposit of 20,000 milreis (about 1,250/.) to be increased by 
the successful tenderer to 200,000 milreis (about 12,500/.). 

The ‘“ Diario” containing further particulars may be seen by 
British firms interested on application at the Commercial Intelli- 
gence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, 
London, E.C. 


The “ Diario” of 9th March publishes a decree, dated 24th 

December, 1908, approving the final plans, he 
Railway Plant. submitted on behalf of the Compagnie Auxiliaire 

des Chemins de Fer au Brésil, of the section 
running from the Passo Fundo line to the River Uruguay. This 
section will be nearly 64 miles long, and the above-mentioned 
Company engage to have it open for traffic by the 30th September, 
1910. 





URUGUAY. 


The ‘ Diario Oficial” of 138th February publishes an important 
report, dated 4th August, 1908, drawn up by 


ggg the Committee appointed to examine and report 
y upon the question of the organisation of the 
Plant, &c. 


Port of Montevideo. ‘The recommendations 4% 
embodied in this report are of an extensive character, and provide 
(inter alia) for new warehousing accommodation, electric lighting, 
railway construction, water works, loading and unloading apparatus 
and cranes, in connection with which it is proposed to send 
delegates to England and other countries in Europe for the 
purpose of studying the most improved and modern port arrange- 
ments. 

The ‘ Diario,” containing the detailed report, as generally 
approved by the President of the Republic, may be seen by British 
firms interested on application at the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 
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Openings for British Trade. 





ARGENTINE REPUBLIC. 


The “‘ Boletin Oficial ” of 3rd March contains a decree authorising 
Steel Rails the Director General of Railways to invite 
Fishplates. tenders on account of the Ferrocarril Central 
g ate &e. Norte (Central Northern Railway) for the 

anes Dena following material :—15,655 tons of 31 kilo- 

gramme rails; 51,000 pairs cf “ Bonzano” fishplates ; 315,000 

bolts with “Ibbctson” nuts; 1,375,000 spikes; and 225 points 

and crossings. 


The same “ Boletin” contains a decree authorising the Director 
Tank General of Railways to invite tenders for the 
Whine supply of 35 tank waggons for the Formosa to 
— Embarcacién, Barranqueras to Metaén and Dean 

Fanes to Laguna Paiva lines. 





BOLIVIA. 


‘“ El Estado” (La Paz) of 12th January publishes a decree, dated 
13th November, 1908, authorising Mr. Luis 
Curutchet to establish and maintain, for a 
period of ten years, an automobile servive for 
the carriaye of goods between the point at present reached by 
the Central Northern Argentine Railway in La Quiaca and the 
towns of Uyuni, Tupiza, Potosi and Sucre. No import duties 
will be levied on the importation of any material necessary for the 
establishment and maintenance of the service during the term of 
the concession. 


Motor Cars and 
Accessories. 





COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE BRANCH OF THE 
BOARD OF TRADE. 


Correspondent in New Zealand. 


Referring to the notice on p. 805 of the “Board of Trade 
Journal” of 12th November, 1908, it is now notified that — 
Mr. W. T. Monkman has been appointed Correspondent at Dunedin 
to the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade. 
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OUTPUT OF IRON ORE, PIG IRON, STEEL, AND 
MANGANESE ORE IN CERTAIN COUNTRIES. 


The following particulars of the output of iron ore, pig iron, 
steel and manganese ore in the principal producing countries of 
the world are extracted from a Return* relating to Iron and Steel 
recently issued by the Board of Trade :—- 

Iron Ore.-—The total output of iron ore in the world probably 
amounted in 1907 to about 1334 million tons, the principal 
producers being the United States, Germany, the United Kingdom, 
and Spain, in the order given, these four countries accounting for 
about 79 per cent. of the total output of the worid. 

The following statement shows the total output of iron ore in the 
principal countries in which it is mined, or in which the smelting 
of iron is an important industry, in each of the years 1905-7 :— 


Production of Iron Ore. 











| 
Country. 1906. | 1906. 1907. 
| Tons. Tons. Tons. 
United States ...| 42,526,000 | 47,750,000 | 51,721,0C0 
Germany (including Luxemburg) _ ...| 23,067,000 | 26,305,000 | 27,252,000 
United —, “ae sa see ...| 14,591,000 | 15,500,000 | 15,732,000 
Spain — ras iid .- 8,931,000 9,297,000 9,738,000 
France aie ae she ned 7,276,000 8,345,000 9,847,000 
+Russia 4,830,000 5,170,000 5,700,000 
Sweden 4,295,000 4,431,000 4,408,000 
Austria- Hungary duib ..-| 3,518,000 3,888,000 4,170,900 
Belgium ee ae i. ae onl 175,900 228,000 311,000 
| 
| 














Over 44 million tons of iron ore are produced in countries other 
than those given in the preceding table, the greater part of which 
is destined for exportation. The following statement shows the 
quantity produced in a few of the more important of these countries 


in each of the years 1905-7 :— 





Producing Cuuntry. | 





| 

| 1905. | 1906. 1907. 

Tons. Tons. | Tons. 
Newfoundlard ; me «| 741,000 768,000 | 810,000 
Se ee 222,000 | 278,000 
Italy ... | $61,000 378,000 | 528,000 
Greece 458,000 670,000 | § 
Algeria 559,000 767,000 | 958,000 
Cuba ... mages +561,000 t641,000 § 














*Iron and Steel, 1907. 376. Price 3d. 
Limited, Fetter Lane, London, E.C. 
7 Provisional figures. 


Obtainable from Messrs. Wyman & Sons, 


{ These particulars are described as ‘‘shipments from the mines” in the 


province of Santiago de Cuba. 


§ The figures of production are not yet available. 
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Output of Iron Ore, Pig Iron, Steel, and Manganese Ore in 
certain Countries. — 


—_—-- 





——— | 


Pig Iron.—-The total quantity of pig iron produced in the world 
in 1907 may be estimated at about 604 million tons, the principal 
countries of production being the United States, Germany, and the 
United Kingdom in the order named, these three countries 
together accounting for about four-fifths of the total output of the 
world. 

The following statement shows the total output of pig iron in 
the principal producing countries in each of the years 1905 to 
1907 :-- 

Production of Pig Iron. 








Country. | 1905. 1906. 1907. 

Tons. | Tons. Tons. 
United States - ...| 22,992,000 | 25,307,000 | 25,781,000 
Germany (including Luxemburg) .| 10,700,000 | 12,096,000 | 12,668,000 
United Kingdom val 9,608,000 10,184,000 | 10,114,000 
France “e $3,028,000 | 3,261,000 3,532,000 
Russia* ‘ 2,660,000 2,619,000 2,723,000 
Austria-Hungary 1,516,000 1,616,000 1,775,000 
Belgium 1,289,000 1,354,000 1,384,000 
Sweden 531,000 595,000 606,000 
Spain ... 387,000 381,000 390,000 

















ww 





* Provisional figures. 


Very little pig iron is produced outside the countries included 
in the tables. Some reference may, however, be made to the pro- 
duction in Canada, which has increased considerably in the last 
decade. ‘The figures for the three years 1905-7 were 469,000 
tons, 534,000 tons and 566,000 tons respectively. The pig iron 
produced i in Canada is mainly produced from imported ores, a large 
part of the Canadian ore being exported (see article on pp. 18-22). 

Steel—The combined output of steel in the United Kingdom, 
Germany, and the United States in 1907 may be estimated at 
rather more than 41? million tons, and the world’s output at 
nearly 514 million tons. 

The following statement shows the quantity of steel produced 
4 in the years 1905-7, inclusive, in the countries for which similar 
information has already been given with regard to the production 
of pig iron :-- 

Production of Steel. 











Country. | 1905. | 1906. 1907. 
} } 
| Tons. | Tons. . Tons. 
United States ae | 20,024,000 | 2 23,398,400 | 23,363,000 
Germany (including Luxemburg) | 9,905,000 | 10,956,000 | 11,870,000 
United Kingdom ... + ; | 5,812,000 6,462, 000 6,522,000 
France des 2,204,000 2 "397, 000 | 2,706,000 
Russia ) ,623,000 ] 7 35,000 2,043,000 
Belgium is 1,638,000 2,00°,000 2,156,000 
Austria-Hungary R oes ose 1,169,000 1,176,000 1,200,000 
Sweden sain aie ae: wie 362,000 891,000 414,000 
Spain ... ; “s sli es 234,000 254,000 243,000 
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Output of Iron Ore, Pig Iron, Steel, and Manganese Ore in 


certain Countries. 





Manganese Ore.—-It may be of interest to refer to the available 
sources of manganese ore, a substance which (though in small 
quantities) is a necessary element in the production of steel. Of 
the principal steel-producing countries, only Russia and Germany 
produce manganese ore in important quantities, though even in 
Germany the home supply has to be supplemented by large io Bi 
importations from other countries. The other principal sources 
of supply are British India, Brazil, and Spain. 

The following statement shows the production (or exports) of these 
countries in 1905, 1906, and 1907 :— 


Production of Maganese Ore. 














| 
Country. 1905, 1906. | 1907. 
| 
Tons. Tons. Tons. 
Russia (exports)... sda oe | 363,993 563,445 605,636 
*British India ove ne cee ose 253 ,936 495,729 898,345 
Brazil (exports) an mae vn | 220,771 119,381 232,973 
Germany ... ove eee ose ove 50,636 51,641 73,483 
Spain... es jes vii am wn 25,602 61,812 40,837 > 














* Approximate figures. 





MINERAL PRODUCTION OF CANADA IN 1908. 


The following statistics of the mineral production (quantities 
sold or shipped) of Canada during the year 1908, with comparative 
figures for the preceding year, are taken from a preliminary report 
issued by the Canadian Department of Mines, Ottawa :-— 





























1907. 1908, 
Product. 
Quantity. ee Quantity. yong 
| | i p 
Metallic— | Dols. Dols. 
Antimony ore in oe aeons” 2,016 | 65,000 a= —_— 

a refined ... — nee 63,850 | 5,108 ~- _ 
Copper (0) ... - .. 55 +|96,525,541 (11,307,369 |64,361,636 | 8,500,885 
Gold —~- a — Cah 405,553 | 8,382,780 a 9,559,274 
Pig-iron from Canadian 

ore(c) ... ee ... Tons* 107,599 | 1,982,307 99,420 | 1,664,302 
Tron ore (exports)... si oe 25,901 | 45,907 — ~<a 
Lead (d) ... — .. Lbs. |47,738,703 | 2,542,086 |45,725,886 | 1,920,487 
Nickel (¢) ... 9... ses gy,-~=—«(2:1,189,793 | 9,585,407 {19,143,111 | 8,231,538 
en OT ae 72,133 | 1,853,286 | 112,253 
Silver(/) ... aon ... Ozs. |12,779,799 | 8,848,659 |22,070,212 {11,667,197 
Zinc ore... a wo» Lons*| 1,573 49,100 — — 

Total metallic he ry — 42,345,856 — 41,655,936 








For notes see next page. 
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Mineral Production of Canada in 1908. 

















1907, 1908, 
Product, 
Quantity. “a Quantity. Mey - 
Non-Metallic— Dols. Dols. 
Arsenic ae on . Tons* — 41,308 699 38,054 
Asbestos... - 62,1380 | 2,484,768 65,534 | 2,547,507 
+ Ez Asbestic and asbestic sand. ss 28,296 20,275 25,239 25,829 
Calcium carbide ... aah @ — — 6,864 417,150 
Chromite ... ews a 7,196 72,901 7,225 82,008 
Coal... am Lai odes bt 10,511,426 |24,381,842 |10,904,466 |25,567,235 
Corundum ... ~ tie > vin 1,892 177,922 1,039 100,389 
Feldspar ... sae sahiies Uh 12,584 29,819 7,877 21,099 
| Ce aa 579 16,000 251 5,565 
" artificial... meu 407,779 — — — 
Grindstones oe . Tons* 5,414 60,376 3,843 45,128 
Gypsum ... pa 485,921 646,914 340,964 575,701 
Limestone for flux in iron 
furnaces . oat Sean tie 895,503 298,097 418,661 289,705 
Magnesite ... win a" ws — — 120 840 
Manganese ore... re 1 22 oo 
Mica.. on - “ae 774 312,599 — 191,602 
Mineral pigments— 
Barytes ... ‘ae ok. a 2,016 4,500 4,091 18,265 
ot, Ochres ... _ - -. 5,828 35,570 4,746 30,440 
Mineral water ani hoe én — 110,524 — 109,391 
Natural gas(g) ... son cos — 815,032 a 1,012,060 
Peat ms «ee Tons* 50 200 — 
Petroleum (h) apa ... Bris. 788,872 | 1,057,088 527, 987 747,102 
Phosphate ... ove ... Tons* ‘824 6,018 1,596 14,794 
Pyrites pen ai sin 46,243 212,491 47,336 224,824 
Quartz ose ona oa 56,685 124,148 27,134 32,277 
Salt ... ne bes a a 72,697 342,315 79,975 378,798 
Talc... pn _ ia a 1,534 4,602 1,076 3,018 
Tripolite  ... ove ang 30 225 30 195 
Total non-metallic -_ — 31,255,651 == 32,479,006 

















* The ton used throughout is that of 2,000 lbs. 

(a) The metals, copper, lead, nickel and silver, are, for statistical and compara- 
tive purposes, valued at the final average value of the refined metal in New York. 
Pig-iron is valued at the furnace, and the non-metallic products at the mine or 
: point of shipment. 

(6) Copper contents of ore, matte, &c., at 20.004c. per Ib. in 1907, and 13.208c. 
per lb. in 1908. 

(c) The total production of pig-iron in Canada in 1907 was 651,962 tons, 
valued at 9,125,226 dols., of which it is estimated about 107,599 tons, ‘valued at 
1,982,307 dols., should be'attributed to Canadian ore, and 544.363 tons, valued at 
7,142,919 dols., to the ore imported. The total production in 1908 was 630,835 tons, 
valued at 8,111,194 dols., of which it is estimated about 99,420 tons, valued at 
1,664,302 dols., should be attributed to Canadian ore, and 531,415 tons, valued at 
6,446,892 dols., to the ore imported. 

(d) Lead contents of ore, matte, &c., at 5.325c. per lb. in 1907, and 4.200c. 
per lb, in 1908. 

(e) Nickel contents of matte shipped at 45c. per lb. in 1907, and 43c. per lb. 
in 1908. 

0 4 ) Silver contents of ore, &c., at 65.327c. per lb. in 1907, and 52.864c. per lb. in 


“ @) Gross returns from sale of gas. 
(hk) Deduced from the amount paid in bounties, and valued at 1.34 dols, per 
barrel in 1907, and 1.414 dols. per barrel in 1908, 
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Mineral Production of Canada in’ 1908. 




















1907, 1908. 
Product. 
Quantity. “a Quantity. — 
Structural Material and Clay Dols, Dols. 
ucts — 

Cement, natural ... can: 5,775 4,043 1,044 815 
- — ae Se 2,436,093 | 3,777,328 | 2,665,289 | 3,709,063 
Sewer pipe .. oR Derren t = 667,100 se 514,042 
Flagstones .. No. 3,000 2,250 4,000 3,600 


Sand and gravel (exports)... . Tons* 298,095 119,853 298,954 161,387 
Other clay products : stone, lime, 








_ 8,380,784 -_ 8,500,000 

Total, structural material, &c. —_ 12,951,358 —- 12,888,907 

» all other non-metallic... — 31,255,551 —- 32,479,006 

Total non-metallic ... ove — 44,206,909 — 45,367,913 

» metallic dee — 42,335,856 _ 15,655,936 
Estimated value of mineral pro- 

ducts not reported - — 800,000 ~ 300,000 

















Grand total .. ... | — (86,842,765 | — 37,323,849 





* The ton used is that of 2,000 lbs. T Sales only. 
(a) Valued at point of shipment. 


The outstanding feature of the mining industry during the year 
has undoubtedly been the silver production, a total increase over 
the preceding year of more than 72 per cent. being shown. 
Copper and gold also show important increases, whilst iron, lead 
and nickel were produced in slightly smaller quantity than in 
1907. 


Gold.— For the first time in nine years the gold output shows an 
increase over the previous year. The Yukon output in 1908 is 
estimated at about 3,600,000 dols. as compared with 3,150,000 
dols. in 1907, while a considerably increased production in the. 
province of British Columbia is also shown, derived chiefly 
from the Trail Creek ores, the placer workings having shown a 
smaller output. In Nova Scotia the production in 1907 was 
valued at 282,686 dols.: complete returns are not yet available 
for 1908, but the output was probably not over 225,000 dols. in 
value. Of the total gold output in 1908, over 44 per cent. 
was obtained from placer and hydraulic workings and 56 per 
cent. from sulphuret and quartz ores. 


Silver—The estimated silver production of Canada in 1908 
shows, as stated above, an increase of more than 72 per cent. over 
that of 1907. Owing, however, to the much lower price received 
in 1908, the total value shows an increase of only 40 per cent. 
Over 87 per cent. of the output was obtained from Ontario, and 
the increase is all to be credited to this province, since there was 





































THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. oF 


Apr. 1, 1909.] 





Mineral Production of Canada in 1908. 
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a slight falling off in the silver output’ of British Colunibia. --The 
output from the Cobalt district again shows -a ‘very large increase 
over the previous year, nearly twicé as much-silver having been 
produced. If the output of this district continues té increase ‘at 
the present rate, Canada will in the immediate future become one 
of the chief silver producing countries of the world. 


Copper.—The production of copper in 1908 shows an increase of 
more than 14 per cent. over that of 1907. There was‘am increase 
of over 900,000 Ibs. in the output from the Sadbury minés, while 
preliminary statistics from British Columbia show & very” con- 
siderable increase in production in that province of over 7,000,000 


lbs. 


Lead.—All of the lead production shown in the’table was ob- 
tained in the province of British Columbia. The total amount 
paid as bounty during 1908 on lead production was 139,064 dols. 


Nickel.— During the past three years the production of nickel 
has not varied greatly. About 815 tons less matte were shipped 
in 1908 than in 1907. ‘The nickel contents were also somewhat 
lower in 1908, averaging about 45-1 per cent. as compared with 
48°1 per cent. in 1907. On the other hand, the copper -contents 
were higher in 1908. ; 


Iron Ore.— The total quantity of iron ore despatched from mines in 
Canada in 1908 was 203,490 tons (of 2,000 lbs.), valued at the mine at 
486,857 dollars, as compared with 312,496 tons, valued at 666,941 
dollars, in 1907. The greater part of this production was from the 
Helen mine, Michipicoten, delivered to Midland and Hamilton. 
During 1908 very little Canadian ore was exported. 

Iron and Steel Bounties—The following is a statement; of the 
bounties paid on iron and steel during the calendar year@ 1907 aud 
1908 :— REui 





























1907. 1908, 
—_——— Quantity Quantit) att : 
_on which | Amount | 6n which’/“Afiount 
| Bounty ‘| of Bounty.|. Bounty’ */SfiBounty. 
| was paid. was paids {i q 
Tons of Tons of © rh 
2,000 lbs. Dols. 2,000 lbs.j.. Dols. 
Pig iron made from Canadian ore ...|. 95,915 201,421 101,647 | 213,459 
Pig iron made from imported ore ...| 537,803 591,584 | 517,427 $669,169 
Total, pig iron 633,718 |, 493,005 | 619,074 } 782,628 
Steel ingots 666,590 | 1,099,878 556,289 917,877 
Steel wire rods 68,738 412,417 49,630 297,779 
Total bounty paid on iron and steel — (2,305,295 |  — 1,998,284 
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Mineral Production of Canada in 1908. 
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Asbestos.—Returns of shipments of asbestos from the Eastern 
Townships, province of Quebec, were received from twelve operating 
companies. Several other companies were engaged in development 
work and were preparing to make shipments during the coming 
year. 


Coal—Each of the coal mining provinces, except British 
Columbia, contributed an increased output to the coal production 
of Canada in 1908. 

The production by provinces was approximately as follows, the 
figures for 1908, of course, being subject to correction :— 

















1907. | 1908. 
Province. | 
Tons , | Tons 
of 2,000 Ibs.| Pars. | of 2.000 Ibs, Dollars. 

Nova Scotia in oi ---| 6,354,133 | 12,764,999 6,539,866 | 13,138,124 
New Brunswick ... eee oe 34,584 77.814 60,000 135,000 
Saskatchewan ... = -” 151,232 252,437 130,000 214,500 
Alberta ...  ... «.. ~—«se|_:1,591,579 | 3,836,286 | 1,845,000 | 4,899,611 
British Columbia 2,364,898 | 7,390,306 | 2,329,600 | 7,280,000 
Yukon .., ian 15,000 60,000 * * 

Total ... _ -».| 10,511,426 | 24,381,842 | 10,904,466 | 25,567,235 

















* No production reported. 


Petroleum and Natural Gas.—The crude petroleum was as 
usual practically all derived from the Ontario peninsula. Direct 
returns from the producers have not been obtained, but the 
production has been estimated on the basis of the bounty of 14 cents 

r gallon paid by the Dominion Government. The total bounty 
paid in 1908 was 277,193 dollars, representing a production of 
527,987 barrels, as compared with a bounty of 414,158 dollars paid 
in 1907, representing a production of 788,872 barrels. A decreased 
production of 33 per cent is, therefore, shown. 

Natural gas was produced in the counties of Welland, Haldimand, 
Norfolk, Kent, Essex and Bruce in Ontario, and at Medicine Hat, 
Alberta ; the sales from the Ontario fields constituting over 95 per 
cent of the total. 


Portland Cement.—Complete statistics of cement production in 
1908 have been received from twenty-three operating plants. The 
total quantity of cement made was 3,495,961 barrels, as compared 
with a total 2,491,513 barrels made in 1907, showing an increase of 
1,004,448 barrels, or over 40 per cent. ['I'he figures given in the 
table on p. 20 represent the quantities sold. | 











Apr. 1, 1909 ] THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 25 








RAILWAY CONSTRUCTION IN ANGOLA. 

H.M. Consul at Loanda (Mr. H. G. Mackie) has forwarded the 
following memorandum, under date of 27th January, on the pro- 
gress made in railway construction in Angola at that date :— 

Loanda-Malange Railway.*—The earthworks have reached Malange 
and the rails have been laid up to within about 15 miles of that 
place. ‘The construction has been retarded by the lack of material, 
but a quantity of rails and some rolling stock have now arrived, 
and work has again been resumed. In view of the strategical im- 
portance of the railway, due to the unsettled condition of the 
Lunda district into which it is about to penetrate, the Government 
are endeavouring to expedite its advance across the country which 
it is destined to traverse, and which is said to present no obstacles 
to railway construction such as were encountered in reaching the 
central plateau. 

The working of the Government section of the line has now bee 
taken over by the local authorities from the company who built 
the first section as far as Ambacca, and who have been endeavouring 
to secure the permanent working of both sections of the railway. 

Benguella (Lobito-Katanga) Railway.[—Owing to the heavy 
initial outlay in bringing the railway up the tableland that follows 
the line of the coast of Angola, rising terrace-like to an altitude of 
some 3,500-4,000 feet, no funds were left at the close of 1908 for 
continuing the railway. The contract between the Railway Com- 
pany and the contractors who built the first sections of the line 
has not been renewed, and work is practically at a standstill. Only 
one train a week is now running, except on the Lobito-Benguella 
section, along which a more frequent service of trains is still main- 
tained. It is reported that some limited funds will shortly be 
available, but the large body of labour employed on the construc- 
tion has now dispersed, and when work is resumed the difficulty of 
securing labour will have to be met over again. 

It is believed that the heavy expenditure incurred in building 
the rack section of the railway might have been avoided by the 
selection of an easier route that has since, it is said, been dis- 
covered. With a view to economy, the gradient has been reduced 
from 1 in 40 to a maximum of 1 in 60, which has necessitated 
some deviation from the route originally marked out. 

The earthworks of the railway have reached the 215th kilom. 
(134 miles) and the rails have been laid as far as the 206th kilom. 
(128 miles). 

The passenger and goods traffic on the railway has been as 
follows :— 


—— ———— 





ee Passengers. Goods. 





Metric tons. 


Sy eae ae ee ee On ar oor Mang 759 1,009 
Bede hy J engl deggie etoreaplgpaln once 5,187 2,460 
SU co ASE EA OE EEN Ne a OE 5,018 
00 (@ meet we OS EO 5,502 











* See “‘ Board of Trade Journal” of 2nd July, 1908, pp. 32-3. 
+ See “ Board of Trade Journal” of 2:rd January, 1908, pp. 187-8. 








ne 


= ae ene eee ee Ne SACRE OS RENO eH SR Me HNN aN ata INN A pm 
I a RT OE 2 tp teGe ee eee ee 
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Railway Construction in Angola. 





The commercial activity created at Lobito by the railway enter- 
prise since its inception is shown by the increase of shipping from 
68 vessels (84,821 tons) in 1905 to 103 vessels (187,524 tons) in 
1906, and 132 vessels (328,732 tons) in 1907, and by the increase 
in the total trade of the port from 238,610/. in 1905 to 266,680/. 
in 1906, and 484,870/. in 1907. The value of the railway material 
imported in 1906 and 1907 (not included in the foregoing figures) 
was 34,100/. and 220,800/. respectively. » 1 5 

Mossamedes-Chella Railway.— The section between Pedro Grande 
and Cumieira has been opened to traffic, making 664 miles of rail- 
way in working. ‘The earthworks have reached the 136th kilom. 
(844 miles), and the railhead is now at the 113th kilom. (70 
miles). 





ESTABLISHMENT OF SOCIETY FOR DEVELOPMENT 
OF COTTON AND RUBBER INDUSTRIES IN ANGOLA. 


H.M. Consul at Loanda (Mr. H. G. Mackie) reports that 
Angola is suffering from the effects of a commercial crisis that has 
reduced its merchants to a state of apathy, and has led to the 
neglect of its once thriving industries. To counteract the influences +P 
of the present financial stagnation, the Governor-General has 
founded a society with a share capital of 26,000/., composed of 
the leading local merchants, for the development of the cotton and 
rubber industries, which have hitherto been practically in the 
hands of the natives, whose methods of production are primitive. 
Some 4,000 acres of land, both arable and virgin, have been 
secured to the new society, on the banks of the river Bengo, at 
Quilombo, situated some seven miles from the mouth of the river, and 
22 miles from Loanda by the railway, which passes within two miles 
of the estate. The Government will place the technical staff of 
botanists, including an expert from Kew Gardens, at the disposal of 
the society for teaching scientific agriculture on the most effective 
modern lines. Several experimental stations established in various 
parts of the province, for which seeds and plants have been F 
imported from Ceylon, Brazil, and other countries, will assist the 
society. Labour is recruited by the District Commissioners ; 
there are at present 120 contracted labourers belonging to the 
plantation, and 120 more have recently arrived from Pungo 
Andongo. The Government will also secure the abolition of the 
heavy duties that have paralysed trade in the past, immunity 
being granted on the cotton exported. 

The spot selected for the plantation is well adapted for irrigation 
works, the river Bengo making several bends in its course through 
the estate, which has a total river frontage of five miles. The 
river also affords a cheap outlet to the sea for the produce of the 
plantation, which it is. proposed to send to Loanda in lighters of 
shallow draught, towed by a steam launch. 
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Establishment of Society for Development of Cotton and Rubber 
Industries in Angola. 





A considerable area is already under cotton cultivation, a total 
of 3,520 lbs. of seed of the following species having been planted, 
viz., American—Sea Island, Upland, Georgia, and Louisiana ; 
Egy ptian-—Mit-Afifi, Jannowitch, and Abassy. 

The capital of the society is made up as follows :——The owner of 
the estate receives 12,000/. in shares, in return for which he cedes 
to the society all his lands, irrigation works, pumping and other 
machinery, plant, implements, live stock, &c., including houses, 
sheds, and distillery. The remaining 14,000/. of the share capital 
has been issued for public subscription, the funds being applied to 
new buildings, machinery, tools, irrigation improvements, cattle, 
seeds, &c., as well as to the working expenses for the first year. 

According to a local calculation, an acre yields 444 lbs. of clean 
cotton (rising in some cases to 1,070 lbs.). 

H.M. Consul states that the Government is endeavouring to 
replace the manufacture of rum by cotton and rubber industries. 
At present the distilling of spirits, which seems to be the only 
surviving industry in Angola, is causing incalculable injury to 
the native population, who, never industrious, are rapidly 
becoming intemperate and more indolent. Rum may now be said 
to have become the ruling factor in the barter trade with the 
natives, Although doomed to extinction under the Brussels Act, 
distilling has still nine years to run, and, until the new industties 
become self-supporting, the distilling plant on the plantation, 
which produces annually 400 pipes, of the value of about 9,0000. 
will be utilised for defraying expenses. 





COCOA INDUSTRY OF BAHIA. 


H.M. Consul at Bahia (Mr. D. R. O'Sullivan Beare) has 
forwarded a memorandum on the cocoa industry of the State of 
Bahia, from which the following particulars are taken :— 

It is difficult to estimate, with any exactitude, the acreage 
actually under cocoa cultivation in the State of Bahia at the present 
time, since no official data are available. It is possible, however, 
to arrive at an approximate estimate from a consideration of the 
following data, viz. :—the total output of cocoa from the State during 
the 1907-8 season amounted to about 25,000 metric tons; the 
average yield of each mature cocoa tree, per season, may be taken 
to be 24 kilos. of dried beans ; the number of cocoa trees planted 
per hectare may be taken to average 625. Calculation based upon 
these data would go to show that the total area under cocoa cultiva- 
tion in the State at the present time amounts to some 16,000 hec- 
tares, equivalent to some 40,000 acres, and that there exist some 
10,000,000 cocoa trees in bearing. 
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Cocoa Industry of Bahia. 





Three varieties of cocoa are grown in Bahia, being kncwn to the 
local planters as “cacao commun,” “cacao Paré” and “ cacao 
Maranhao” respectively. The three varieties are disiinguished 
chiefly by differences in the size and shape of their respective pods, 
and by differences in the texture of the rind of the pods. In the 
matter of the average yield per tree, and of quality of bean, there 
would seem to be little to chose between the three varieties of tree 
in question. Indeed, all three kinds are frequently to be seen grow- 
ing indiscriminately mingled upon the same plantation. 

The yield per tree, in the case of mature trees, is taken to average 
24 to 3 kilos. of dried beans annually. That this average could be 
substantially increased by the bestowal of a little intelligent care 
upon the trees admits of no doubt, since the product of one care- 
fully cultivated plantation averages over 6 kilos. of dried beans per 
tree per season, and on an estate in the Belmonte district there are 
trees that have yielded 15 kilos. of dried beans during a season. 

Experiments have been carried out in Bahia during the past few 
years in connection with the drying of cocoa by artificial heat. 
The results obtained from this system have been very encouraging. 
it has been found that the oven system dries the beans more 
thoroughly than does exposure to the sun, and that the cocoa thus 
artificially dried—locally known as “ estufa” cocoa—fetches higher 
prices in the Bahia market than does the sun-dried article, by 
reason of its superior and more regular colour. The system, 
however, has been adopted to only a very limited extent, owing to 
the comparatively heavy cost entailed in the construction of 
suitable “estufas” or stoves. At the present time there do not 
exist, probably, more than a dozen such stoves all told throughout 
the entire cocoa-growing area, and these are confined to the 
plantations of certain amongst the wealthier cultivators in the 
Ilheos and Belmonte districts. 

Brazil, as a whole furnishes at the present time something over 
one-fifth of the world’s supply of cocoa. Of that proportion the 
State of Bahia contributes over 80 per cent.; hence it will be seen 
that the State occupies a position of considerable importance in 
the cocoa market. The output of cocoa in the State of Bahia has 
increased from 14,000 metric tons in 1901-2 to 25,182 metric tons 
in 1907-8, and 27,000 metric tons (estimated) in 1908-9.* 

The increase of output has been especially marked during the 
past three years, and there is every reason to believe that such rate 
of increase will be maintained in the future. The area of land in 
the State suitable for the cultivation of cocoa is practically 
unlimited in extent, and the conditions existing there are so 
favourable for the growth of the cocoa tree that its cultivation 


~ 





* The exports of cocoa from Bahia in 1907 were as follows :—United States of 
America 6,402,463 kilogs., Germany 6,167,180 kilogs., France 4,778,732 kilogs., 
United Kirgdom 2,373,225 kilogs., and 1,290,168 kilogs. to other countries. 
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Cocoa Industry of Bahia. 





entails upon the planter but a minimum of labour and trouble. 
The planters are, however, heavily handicapped by lack of facilities 
for transporting their product to market. Throughout the entire 
cocoa-producing area of Bahia there does not exist so much as one 
kilometre of railway in operation, and the roads throughout the 
area in question are, as a rule, exceedingly bad. The prepared 
cocoa has to be conveyed upon mule back from the district in 
which it has been produced to some point upon the nearest river 
system, where such river happens to be navigable. There the 
cocoa is embarked in canoes for conveyance to the mouth of the 
river, whence it is shipped, mostly in native sailing craft, to the 
city of Bahia, which is the market for all cocoa produced in the 
State. These methods of transport are both tedious and unduly 
costly : a cocoa planter has to pay the equivalent of something 
like 4s. per bag (of 60 kilos.) for transport from his plantations to 
the capital. Moreover, the exposure and rough handling to which 
the cocoa is necessarily subjected en route have the effect of 
depreciating the quality of the article to an extent which seriously 
lessens its market value. A railway has been projected, to extend 
from the port of Ilheos to Tabocas, vid Armada, a total distance of 
some 50 kilometres. Work on this line has been begun, and it is 
expected that the section of the line to Armada, a distance of some 
25 kilometres, will be completed within a period of twelve months 
from the present time, and that the entire line to Tabocas will be 
completed within two years. This line, which is being built by 
private enterprise, is merely a local affair, intended to benefit the 
cocoa planters of a certain area, and it will be of no assistance to 
the planters of the State as a body. What is needed for the due 
development of the cocoa industry of the State is the construction 
of an adequate railway system which will connect the most im- 
portant of the cocoa-producing districts with one or other of the 
harbours which exist along the coast between 13° and 17° S. 
H.M. Consul is informed that the State Government would be 
willing to grant the necessary concession, and furthermore to assist 
the project with a substantial subsidy for each kilometre of railway 
completed, and he is of opinion that the project of building the 
suggested railway system is one which merits careful attention 
upon the part of British capitalists interested in railway con- 
struction. . 

A few photographs, illustrating some of the various phases of 
the cocoa industry, have been forwarded by the Consul, and may 
be seen by British firms interested on application at the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch of the Board of ‘Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, 
London, E.C. 
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PROPOSED TARIFF CHANGES. 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 
The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign Office, of 
Drenened a copy of the Bill for the revision of the 
akin is Customs Tariff of the United States, which 
cus toms Tariff. 2° recently submitted to Congress. 

A complete edition of the Tariff proposals 
embodied i in the Bill is in course of preparation. In the mean- 
time, any enquiries as regards the duties proposed by the Bill in 
respect of particular classes of commodities should be addressed 
by letter to the Commercial Department of the Board of Trade, 
Gwydyr House, Whitehall, London, S.W. 


TARIFF CHANGES 
AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS, 


UNITED KINGDOM. 
The Board of Agriculture and Fisheries have made an Order, 
“T stadia of under the Diseases of Animals Acts, 1894 to 
ne oo ae 1903, revoking their Order of the 28th 
H Pyne November last which probibited the landing 
a th TaW, in Great Britain of live animals brought from 
eta aon the States of Maryland and Delaware in the 
‘ United States of America. 

Animals brought from either of those States may now be landed 
at any foreign animals wharf in Great Britain for the purpose of 
slaughter thereat. 

The Order prohibiting the landing of hay or straw from the 
States referred to, as well as the Orders prohibiting the landing of 
live animals, or of hay or straw, from the States of Pennsylvania, 
New York, and New Jersey, still remain in force. 











BRITISH INDIA. 

The “Gazette of India” for 6th March contains a Notification 

No. 476 of 1909), dated 2nd March, giving a 
= . ea st of explosives that are at present we then 

a Sea oF under rule 9 (1) of the explosives regulations, 

mportation. to be imported into British India. 

The List, which is of some length, may be seen by traders 
interested on application to the Commercial Intelligence Branch of 
the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 





BRITISH GUIANA. 


The “Official Gazette of British Guiana” for 6th March, contains 
the text of an Ordinance (No. 1 of 1909), 


oo which fixes the tariff of duties on goods im- 
asa , ported into the Colony of British Guiana. 


The present Ordinance repeals the Customs 





* See the issues of the ‘“‘ Journal” for the 29th November, 1906 (p. 399), 7th 
March, 1907 (p. 477), 28th November, 1907 (p. 404), 26th December, 1907 (p. 608), 
2nd April, 1908 (p. 13), and the 16th July, 1908 (pp. 114-5). 











h 





Apr. 1, 1909.] THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 29 





Tariff Changes and Customs Regulations. 





BRITISH GUIANA—continued. 


Ordinance No, 1 of 1908 with effect from 6th March last, and is to 
remain in force until 3lst March, 1910, unless otherwise enacted 
by the combined Court of the Colony. 

The rates of duty fixed by the Ordinance are the same as those 
previously in force, with the following exceptions : 





Import Duties 





Articles. = 
Old Rate. New Rate. 





Dols. cts. | Dols cts. 

Calcium Carbide in tins or packages, weighing not 
more than 1 lb. or if in larger quantities in water- 
tight metal packages, when imported with permission 
of the Comptroller of Customs ... oe per 1b. 0 03 0 Ol 

Waters, aerated and mineral, containing lead, copper, 
arsenic or other matter, which in the opinion of the 
Comptroller of Customs is injurious to health 











per doz, bottles 0 60 2 00 
* splits 0 25 1 00 
{Subject to a maximum allowance of 5 per cent. for 
leakage. | 
Not specially! \ 
Tariffed | 
Belting for machinery (124 % ad | 
Chimneys or smoke stacks imported | “as integral val.—if | 
portiors of any machinery exempted from duty classed as | 
‘“ Unenumer- 
ated.”) | \ Free. 
( | Tallow, 1 ct. | 
abs per Ib. ; 
Tallow, rosin, caustic soda, soda ash and siliciate | Desin B06 cle 
of soda, which the Comptroller of Customs is satis-< per 100 ne 
fied are imported for the manufacture of Ke pikes, 128%) 
ad val. 











The Ordinance. also empowers the Comptroller of Customs, in 
calculating the duty on glass and glasswares, to make an allowance 
not exceeding 10 per cent. of such duty in respect of breakages. 


A copy of the “Tax Ordinance” (No. 2 of 1909) has also been 
received which provides for the re-imposition 
of certain taxes (acreage tax, light dues, excise 
duties, licenses, &c.) in the Colony of British 
Guiana for another year, viz., until 31st March, 1910. 


Continuation of 
Tax Ordinance. 


It is provided in the Ordinance that persons importing or selling 
opium, charas, bhang, gange, wholesale, in quantities not less 
than 10 lbs. av., must take out a licence, costing 480 dols., payable 
in equal quarterly instalments in advance. 
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Tariff Changes and Customs Regulations. 





FRANCE. 
The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, a 

Dispositions copy of a French Customs Circular drawing 

affecting attention to the fact that in virtue of Article 17 

apihitien coh of the Law of the 26th December, 1908, the 

ities general consumption tax, the surtax of 50 

Seeds francs per hectolitre of pure alcohol, as also 

_ the lucal octroi and “ entrée” taxes on absinthe 

and similar liqueurs are to be levied as for an alcoholic strength 
of not.less than 65 degrees.* 

Every receptacle containing absinthe or the like must be 
furnished with a label indicating in characters at least 6 mm. 
high the alcoholic strength of the liquid. 

From the 1st July, 1909, the sale and importation of absinthe 
and similar beverages of an alcoholic strength of less than 65 
degrees will be prohibited. 


The French “Journal Officiel” for the 2nd February contains a 
Law, dated the 30th January, which 
accords the privilege of ‘ temporary 
admission ” to paraffin destined for use 
garrett — in the manufacture of candles and 

a a ee glazed paper for export, under con- 
ditions to be determined by the “ Comité Consultatif des Arts 
et Manufactures.” 


“Temporary Admission ” 
of Paraffin for the 





PORTUGAL. 
The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign Office, of 
sashes uadeiiinatittn ? translation of a Portuguese Royal Decree 
the Ex i regulating the exportation from Portugal of 
f a Wines full-bodied wines under the denomination 
. a ee ‘“ Port,” “ Maderia,” ‘‘Carcavellos” and “ Setubal 
Moscate).” This Decree, together with a map showing the Port 
wine district as defined therein, may be inspected by persons 
interested at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of 
Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 


SPAIN. 

The “ Gaceta de Madrid” for the 23rd March contains a Royal 
- Order, dated the 18th March, providing for the 
Semporary p ‘temporary admission ” into Spain of unworked 
oa a tinplate (hoja de lata en blanco) for use in the 
M - > el manufacture of receptacles for preserves destined 

Receptacles for for exportation. oe 
The importation of tinplate under the terms 
Preserves. = of this Order is to be effected through the 


* The previous practice was to levy the general consumption duty and the local 
octroi and “ entrée” taxes on the quantity of alcohol actually contained in these 
beverages, and the surtax as for an alcoholic strength not less than 55 degr2es. 





























Apr. 1, 1909." THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 31— 





Tariff Changes and Customs Regulations. 





Customs house designated by the manufacturer. The duty leviable 
thereon according to the Tariff must be paid, but will subsequently 
be refunded when the tinplate is exported in the form specified 
above. Exportation must take place within a period of one year 
from the date of importation, otherwise a refund of the duty 
levied will not be made. 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.—SPAIN. 


The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign Office, of 
Suvvl t a copy of a Supplementary Commercial Agree- 
pw a ment between the United States of America 
Avreement 224 Spain, dated 20th February, 1909, whereby 
wile eitidhinaee the reduced rates of duty specified in Section 3 
Ciieatries of the United States Tariff Act are extended to 
sparkling wines produced in Spain and exported 

therefrom direct to the United States. 





CUBA. 


The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign Office, of 
Reshipment of a copy of a Decree of the Provisional Governor 
aentin tamian of Cuba, dated 8th December, 1908, amending 
t a Cuban Port Art. 123 of the Cuban Customs Regulations by 
ee the addition of a clause which provides that 
im Error. where goods consigned to a foreign port are 
landed in error at a port in Cuba, and the collector at the original 
port of landing on investigation is convinced of such error by the 
manifest or any other evidence, he may permit the reshipment of 
the goods, provided that certain requirements be previously 
complied with by the consignees of the vessel from which the 
goods were unladen. 
This Decree, in English, may be inspected by persons interested 
at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, 
Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 





NICARAGUA. 


The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign Office, of 
New Customs 2, °OPY of a despatch from H.M. Consul at 
Tariff Managua reporting that the Nicaraguan 
’ . Government have issued a revised Customs 
Tariff on a gold basis, to be applied to all goods shipped to 
Nicaragua subsequent to the 20th January, 1909. The new duties, 
which are stated to be considerably higher than those previously 
in force, are payable as follows :— 
25 per cent. in a new Bond which was issued on the 20th 
January for 600,000 pesos gold. As this Bond was in the hands 
of very few parties, it was being sold at the date of the despatch at 
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Tariff Changes and Customs Regul tions. 





ao 


an exchange of 750 per cent. Should importers omit to offer this 
Bond in payment of 25 per cent. of duties, they must pay its 
value at market rate of exchange, which is at present 900 per cent. 

75 per cent. of the duties are converted from gold into Treasury 
Bills at 500 per cent. exchange, of which 22°40 per cent. must be 
paid in three distinct classes of Customs House Bonds, which 
command premiums of from 35 per cent. to 50 percent. The 
remaining 52°60 per cent. is accepted in Treasary Bills. 

Further particulars will be published in the “ Board of Trade 
Journal” as soon as a copy of the new Tariff is received. 





COLOMBIA. 


The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign Office, of 
copy and translation of a Colombian Decree, 
dated the 4th February, providing that from 
import Duty the lst March, the import duty on foreign salt 
on Balt. imported into Colombia through the ports of 
Tumaco and Buenaventura was to be raised to 40 centavos gold 
for each 124 kilogrammes. 


Increase of 





SHIPPING AND TRANSPORT: 


BRITISH INDIA—SUDAN, 


According to the official *‘ Indian Trade Journal” of 11th March, 
Ad the Khedivial Steamship Company, which 
ae acticall lises the trade between th 
Freight Rates. practically monopolises the trade between the 
Sudan and Aden, recently reduced its freight 
rates from 75 to 50 piastres (piastre= 243d.) per ton, and has now 
made a further reduction of nearly 8 piastres. This latter 
reduction, however, is believed to be only for the present season, 
but it is considered probable that, when the new quays at Port 
Sudan are complete (see notice below), a permanent reduction will 
be made. 





EGYPT: 


With reference to the notice on p. 240 of the “ Board of Trade 
ian Journal ” of 4th February last respecting con- 
seer Sahn ditions at Port Sudan, the following farther 
— ev - wetes on the subject have been received from 
the British Vice-Consul at Port Sudan (Mr. B. W. Echlin) :— 
Pilotage.—It does not seem to be generally known by British 
shipowners that steamers bound to Suakin can obtain pilots off 
Port Sudan to take them down to Suakin. It is merely necessary 
to wire from Suez to the Suakin agents, who inform the Controller 
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Shipping and Transport. 


c- 





of Harbours and Lights at Port Sudan, who makes the. necessary 
arrangements. ‘This is mentioned because lately two or three vessels 
have grounded on entering Suakin, and masters complained of there 
being no pilots available. It should be noted that it is only a 
question of going out of the Suakin course 1 mile or less if they 
take the northern channel, which is the safest. 

Harbours.—Two berths will now very shortly be available at the 
new quays at Port Sudan, the depth alongside being 30 feet. The 
equipment is all of the very latest pattern. Three other berths, 
making five in all, will be ready in the course of the year: the 
blocks being already laid, there remains only the granite facing 
above water level, subways for electric cables and filling-in to be 
completed. | 

Port Sudan being well lighted and possessing a straight entrance 
clear of reefs, the fairway is negotiable for any vessel by night or 
day. Ships of any size would experience no difficulty in berthing, 
as everything possible has heen done to bring the quays up to 
modern requirements. 

Workshops und slipway.—These shops are now nearing comple- 
tion and are fitted with electrically-driven machinery of the latest 
type. ‘The details are as follows :— One lathe, 16-inch centre, with 
gap to take work up to 13 feet 9 inches long, sliding, surfacing. 
and screw cutting ; one face lathe to take work up to 4 feet 4 inches 
diameter by 1 foot long, face 3 feet diameter; one small lathe, 
sliding, surfacing and screw cutting ; one planing machine, 12 by 
4 by 4 feet, table 4 feet wide; one radial drilling machine ; one 
bolt screwing and tapping machine; one circular cold saw to cut 
bars up to 5 inches diameter or girders up to 10 inches deep; one 
crank-shaping machine, 14-inch stroke ; one punching and shear- 
ing machine, double-ended to punch {-inch holes in {-inch plates, 
and shear {-inch plates, gaps 24 inches deep; angle iron shears to 
take angles up to 4 by 4 inches by -inch; one plate-bending rolls 
(three rollers, one above and two below) to take plates up to 10 
inches wide; one pillar drilling machine; foundry cupola, capacity 
2 tons of cast iron per hour. ‘There is also a fully-equipped wood 
workshop. 

From this it will be seen that almost any repairs likely to be. 
required by a ship can be carried out, and the port being almost 
half-way between Suez and Aden, it should prove useful to any 
vessel that meets with a mishap in the Red Sea. 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 
The Acting British Consul-General at Chicago (Mr. T. Erskine) 


has forwarded an extract from the Chicago 
‘ Record Herald” of 4th March containing — a 
detailed report on the new canal between the 
Hudson River and Lake Erie now being con- 


New Canal from 
Hudson River to 
Lake Erie. 
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structed by the State of New York. This canal, which is being 
constructed parallel with the existing one, but on a much larger 
scale, will admit boats 300 feet long, of 40 feet beam, and 10 feet 
draft, and capable of carrying a cargo of 2,500 tons. The main 
channel of the new canal from Troy to Buffalo will be 353 miles 
long, and there will be branches from Waterford, near Troy, to 
Lake Champlain, 57 miles long; from Three Rivers, near Syracuse, 
to Oswego, 22 miles; from Syracuse to Lake Onondaga, 6 miles ; 
and from Rochester to Lake Ontario, 3 miles; making a total of 
442 miles. 

The newspaper extract referred to above, with a plan of the route 
of the new canal, may be seen at the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 





CHINA (MANCHURIA). 

H.M. Commercial Attaché at Yokohama (Mr. E. F. Crowe) has 
forwarded an extract from a local newspaper 

Proposed Com- relative to a new scheme which is_ being 
munication elaborated by the South Manchuria Railway 
noes Company for communication between Australia 
Australia and and Kurope vid the South Manchuria Railway. 
Europe vid . It is proposed to negotiate with companies such 
South Manchuria as the Nippon Yusen Kaisha, North German 


Railway. Lloyd, and KHastern and Australian, which at. 


present maintain services between Australia and Kastern ports, so 
as to make Dairen a port of cail for their boats. If the scheme is 
carried into effect, it is estimated that the entire journey will take 
45 days, viz.,30 days from Melbourne to Dairen and another 
15 days from Dairen to London. The railway will offer the 
companies exemption from wharf dues, supply of Fusan coal at 
the cheapest price, and water from the reservoir lately discovered 
at Lu-shu-ton on the opposite side of the harbour. 





MINERALS, METALS AND MACHINERY, 
NATAL: 


The Board of Trade Correspondent at Durban (Mr. A. D. C. 
Agnew) has forwarded a cutting from the 

Iron Mining. ‘Natal Mercury” of the 5th March, relative to 
the formation of a syndicate to develop an iron 

industry in the neighbourhood of Alverstone, about 30 miles from 
Durban. The iron deposits, it is stated, consist of brown and 
purple hematites and limonite, particularly free from deleterious 
matter. An ample supply of limestone is said to be available. It 
is estimated that there is a quantity of 20,000,000 tons of ore 


in sight. 
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NATAL —continued. 


Mr. Agnew also reports that, according to a return published in 
: the ‘Government Gazette,” there has been a 


— Coal Output. very rapid increase in the coal output of Natal 
| during the five last years, the figures being 
as follows :— 
Tons. 

1904 ... ih ar co <. 858,298 

1905 ... ee ca el a 1,129,407 

1906... ee ae et ude 1,238,713 

1907 ... ey. if a pe 1,530,043 

1908 . 1,669,774 


In 1898 the output was only 387,811 tons. The quantity 
of coal exported oversea and overland (including bunker coal) has 
increased from 776,695 tons in 1905 to 1,263,934 tons in 1908. 





RHODESIA. 

According to the ‘South African Commerce and Manufacturers. 
| . Record” (Cape Town) for February, tin is 
Tin Discovery. reported to have been discovered in Rhodesia 
on the banks of the Ummali river, in the 
Hartley district. The value of the tin is small, being only 4 per 
cent. It is associated with copper, which runs to 3 per cent. 
The real value of thé discovery, however, is the fact that the 
formation of the lode is exactly like that of the famous Queensland 
tin fields, and great hopes are entertained that Rhodesia also 

possesses a rich field of this mineral. 





FRANCE. 
The British Vice-Consul at Amiens (Mr. W. Sutcliffe) has 
Suet Resitie ‘received from the Controller of Mines at that 
city a notice to the following effect :—The 
Ser Sale. Commune of Longpré-les-Corps. Saints, in the 
Department of the Somme, has at its disposal 19 hectares 52 ares 
(about 50 acres) of peat lands for immediate sale at a starting 
price of 345,300 francs (13,812I.), the peat being industrially 
utilisable either as a fertiliser or as a combustible. - In the neigh- 
bourhood of the said land there are about 150 acres of other 
peat lands of similar composition, the purchase of which might 
also be effected. All these grounds are between the railway 
to Boulogne and the Canal of the Somme. 
Enquires from British firms in connection with the foregoing 
may be sent through the British Vice-Consulate at Amiens. 


H.M. Consul General at Marseilles has forwarded a report by 
Mr. Vice-Consul Rowley on the bauxite industr 

Bauxite Industry. in the south of France, from which the follow- 
ing particulars are extracted :— 


i 
| 
| 
} 
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The principal places where bauxite is found in France are 
Var, Bouches-du-Rhéne, Hérault, Ariége, Puy-de-Déme, Alpes 
Maritimes, Pyrénées Orientales, and in the Charente and 
the. Lozére. The principal veins and quarries in the Depart- 
ment of the Var (the chief source of the product) form a long 
belt which stretches from the village of Vine to that of Cannet-du- 
Lue, passing. close to the south of Thoronet. The forwarding 
stations are Brignoles, on the line from Gardanne to Carnoules, 
and Luc-de-Cannet, on the line from Marseilles to Vintimille. 
All shipments are made through Toulon, Marseilles and Cette. 

Ever since bauxite has been used industrially, the output of the 
French ore has developed more than that of any other country, 
owing to its relative cheapness due, first, to its advantageous position 
for export, and, second, to its superior quality. The American 
bauxite will never be able to compete seriously with the French in 
Kurope, as is shown by the fact that in spite of the 1 dollar import 
duty per ton imposed by the United States on all foreign bauxite, 
a large quantity of the l'rench product is annually exported thereto. 
German bauxite, in regard to both quality and quantity, cannot 
compete with French, and the Italian article seems to be nearly 
exhausted. The production of French bauxite has increased from 
220 tens in 1873 to 117,781 tons in 1906, and the total output 
during that period exceeded 1,000,600 tons. In 1907, the last 
year for which figures are available, 110,915 tons, valued at 94,220/., 
were exported from France, nearly a quarter of this quantity going 
to the United States. 

The full text of the report, which is too long to quote in extenso, 
may be consulted by British traders interested on application at 
the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of 'l'rade, 73, 
Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 





PERSIA—ARABIA,: 


Memoirs of the Geological Survey of India on the geology of the 
Persian Gulf and the adjoining portions of 
in the Persi Persia and Arabia have recently been published 
aoa te seks by the Indian Government, from which the 
ee following particulars of minerals in_ those 
regions are taken :—- 

Sulphur mines exist at Khamir and at Bostanah, where sulphur 
is found finely disseminated throughout a white, dusty, decom- 
posed rhyolite in association with abundant gypsum. ‘These 
mines worked in a primitive way produced at one time about 
810 lbs. of sulphur annually. Work, suspended on the mines for 
a time, was resumed last year. ‘The best quality of the product 
selis for about 6 krans (about 2s. 4d.) per man (9 lbs.). Iron ore 
is found south-west of Maskat and throughout the Hormuz 


Mixeral Deposits 
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Islands, but not in paying quantities. co of red ochre 
are found in the Islands of Hormuz, Ba Mt and Halul. 
Steatitic clay is found near Maskat, and is used by the inhabitants 
of Matra in moulding pots. Alum is also found in limited 
quantities at one or two places on the Persian coast. 

There are few areas over which gypsum is so umtversally spread 
as in the Persian Gulf. Great beds of rock gypsum are found at 
the base of the Fars Islands. Pure sblenite is also found traversing 
the beds of the rock gypsum, which is used in the preparation of a 
cement called “ gaj” (gutch). Gypsum is found throughout the 
Hormuz Islands. Salt in almost unlimited quantity is found 
along the coast. ‘That found on the island of Hormuz, however, is 
not pure, being impregnated with red iron oxide, but at Kamarij, 
100 miles from Bushire, excellent salt exists in abundance. 
Building stone and limestone are found along the coast. 











YARNS AND TEXTILES. 


BRITISH INDIA. 


The Board of Trade have received a copy of the monthly return 
Cotton Spinni issued by the Indian Government, showing the 
ovvon Spimnimé = quantity of cotton yarn spun, and of cotton 
and Weaving 4 y ; 
Sheena: woven goods produced, in each Province of 
British India, and in the Native States, during 
December of each of the years 1906, 1907, and 1908. 
The following is a summarised statement extracted from the 
above return, giving particulars for the nine months ended 
December, 1906, 1907, and 1908 :— 





Nine Months ended December. 








1906. | 1907. 1908. 
BRITISH INDIA, BERAR, AND NATIVE 
STATES. 
Cotton yarn spun ... Lbs. | 500,199,461 | 479,880,331 | 487,366,535 


Grey and bleached oeny), » | 104,505,262 | 118,532,861 | 117,457,676 
gools ... ae) we |S Yards | 460,624,921 | 518,135,128 | 522,241,015 
tiniryr ole* Lbs, | 21,578,475 | 24,835,722 | 27,802,681 
ee pane eerer *) Yards! 87,676,543 | 102,355,616 | 110,592,227 
Gréy and coloured goods 
(other than piecs goods)* Lbs.} 1,104,988 1,442,795 | 1,284,654 
Mobitey a). kts a i 667,391 616,456 505,386 


Miscellaneous goods and i 233,770 155,653 206,124 














* The quantities of “coloured piece goods” and of “grey and coloured goods 
(other than piece gouds)” produced in the Native States not being separately 
stated, the total amounts are included if the figures giveti for “‘ coloured piece goods.’ 
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UNITED KINGDOM. 


The prices of British corn per quarter of 8 bushels, as receivet 
from the inspectors and officers of Excise in 
Corn Prices. the week ended the 27th March, 1909, weie 


as follows :—— 
Wheat ... be ins woe ee. OL 
Barley ... gee 
ee a : ae a an a 


For further particulars see p. 42. 


A statement is published on p. 43, showing the quantities of 
. the various descriptions of agricultural produce 

ee at hap imported into the United Kingdom during the 
3 " week ended the 27th March, 1909, as well 


as of the imports during the corresponding week of 1908. 





BRITISH INDIA (BURMA). 


According to the official “ Indian Trade Journal ” of 11th March, 
Estimated the estimated yield of cleaned Burma rice this 
, year is 66,835,000 cwts., as against 63,148,000 
Rice Crop 8 
cwts, last year, and an average for the 
preceding five years of 61,639,000 cwts. 





QUEENSLAND, 


The Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade are 

informed by the Department of Trade and 

Cotton Crop, Customs at Melbourne that during the half- 

year ended 3lst December, 1908, 30,383 lbs. of 

cotton (unginned) were gathered in the State of Queensland. Apart 

from this, no other cotton was gathered in or exported from the 
Commonwealth during the period named. 





NEW ZEALAND. 


H.M. Trade Commissioner in New Zealand (Mr. G. H. F. Rolleston) 
reports that there is every prospect of an 

Grain Crops. exceptionally heavy yield of grain in that 
country, though the weather has been .very 

broken and in some parts crops are suffering from too much rain. 
The area under crops this season is much larger than usuai, and in 
spite of the damage done in some instances by wet. the average 
return per acre should be beavier than is usually the case In 
Canterbury alone there are 40,000 acres more in wheat than in the 
previous season. Merchants expect that wheat will be exported 
from New Zealand in some quantity this.year. For the last five.or 
six years practically no wheat has been. exported, the high prices 
ruling for wool and mutton causing farmers to devote their atten- 
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tion mainly to sheep. Mr. Rolleston adds that if prices for grain 
are up to the average, a large harvest this year should help a great 
dea] in easing the tightness of money which is at present so keenly 
felt in New Zealand. 





GOLD COAST: 


A telegram has been received at the Colonial Office from the 
Governor of the Gold Coast stating that last 
Cocoa Crop. year’s cocoa crop amounted to 28,545,910 lbs. 


The crop for.1907, it may be noted, was 21,744,000 Ibs. 





SPAIN. 


H.M. Consul at Seville reports that the shortage of the Spanish 
olive crop in 1908 is attributed to the weakened 
Olive Crop. condition of the trees after the previous year’s 
heavy crop. The trees blossomed well in the 
spring but the fruit did not develop, and much of it fell from the 
trees prematurely through lack of sap. In some districts damage 
was also done by the olive fly. There was much more oi! on the 
market last year than was produced during the year. This was 
owing to the fact that the most important firms make a practice of 
holding back their stocks when prices are unfavourable, as was 
the casein 1907, until higher prices make business more profitable, 
The appearance of the extra supplies on the market tended to 
keep prices lower than they would otherwise have been. 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


H.M. Consul-General at New Orleans (Mr. H. T. Carew Hunt) has 
forwarded an extract from the “ Daily Pica- 
Invention of yune ” (New Orleans) of the 12th March stating 
Cane-Harvester. tht an American inventor has perfected a cane- 
harvesting machine. He intends to conduct a series of experi- 
ments in Cuba forthwith, and hopes to have three machines 
working in the Louisiana cane-fields during the coming autumn. 
According to the description of the machine given by the inventor 
himself, it cuts the cane at the bottom, strips it, tops it, bundles 
it, and dumps it into accompanying carts. The experimental 
machine weighs 6,500 pounds, but the inventor hopes to redtce 
this to 5,500 pounds. The motive power of the experimental 
machine is gasoline, but it is intended to use an oil engine in the 
perfected machine. The machine is double-ended, and thus does 
not have to turn round to run back on the next row. Its capacity 
is stated to be an acre of cane per hour. ; 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 
The number of bales of cotton imported into the United Kingdom 
during the week ended 25th March, 1909, 
Cotton Statistics. was 97,775 (including 322 bales British West 
Indian, 714 bales British West African and 360 
bales British East African), and the number imported during the 
twelve weeks ended the 25th March was 1,693,411 (including 2,115 
bales British West Indian, 1,479 bales British West African, 2,474 
bales British East African and 278 bales foreign East African). 
The number of bales exported during the week ended the 25th 
March was 2,383, and during the twelve weeks 78,162. 
For further details see p. 42. 


BRITISH INDIA. 

The official “Indian Trade Journal” (Calcutta) of March 4th 
; states that, accordirg to the Progress Report on 
wh et Forest Administration in. the Punjab im 1907, 
a. definite experiments are being made in resin- 
tapping on three sample plots in Kangra with the object of 
ascertaining the yield from trees tapped to death and the time it 
takes to kill them. These experiments, it is remarked, should be 
extended, as the resin industry has a great future, consequent on 
the approaching extensive utilisation of American resins for the 
manufacture of synthetic camphor, and the results obtained from 

thein will be utilised in other divisions besides Kangra. 


CAPE COLONY. 

The ‘‘Cape of Good Hope Government Gazette” of 9th March 
Conditions of notifies that from and after the 15th April, only 
Exemption of such sheep or cattle dips (which fall within the 

Sheep and Cattle definition of a patent or proprietary medicine) 

Dips from Patent will be regarded as exempted from the tax on 
Medicine Tax such medicines provided for in the Stamps and 

" Licences Act, 1908*, as purport, by advertise- 
ment or direction on the label of the receptacle, to be a remedy 
soleiy for scab, and in respect of which no reference is made on 
the label to any other medicinal qualities which the dip may 
possess or be claimed to possess. 


* “See “ Board of Trade Journal” of 3rd December, 1908, p. 479. 


“BRITISH EAST AFRICA PROTECTORATE. 


A special issue of the “ Official Gazette” of the East Africa 
Proposed Protectorate, published on 2nd March, contains 
Ordiehnde for the text of a proposed Ordinance for the regula- 
Regtilation of tion of banks established or to be established 
Banks in the Protectorate. The ‘“ Gazette” may be 
seen on application at the Commercial Intelli- 


gence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basitighall Street, 
London, E.C. 
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BELGIAN CONGO. 


The ‘Moniteur Belge” (Brussels) of 22nd and 23rd March 

publishes a decree establishing the special 

Coinage. copper coinage for the Belgian Congo in the 

following values:—1 centime, 2 centimes, 5 

centimes, 10 centimes and 20 centimes. The 1 and 2 centime 

pieces will be of pure copper, whilst the metal of which the others 

are composed will be partly of nickel and partly of copper, the 
alloy containing at least 25 per cent. of nickel. 





SWITZERLAND. 


With reference to the notice on p. 491 of the ‘* Board of Trade 
Journal” of 11th March relative to commercial 


ye travellers’ licences in Switzerland, the British 
25 em Vice-Consul at Zurich (Mr. J. C. Milligan) 


reports that, according to a recent issue of the 
‘‘Feuille Officielle Suisse du Commerce,” the total number of 
persons who took out licences to travel in Switzerland in 1908 is 
stated to have been 383,727, of whom only 3,173 had to pay 
for them. (As noted in the issue of the ‘ Journal” referred 
to above, licences are issued free of charge to commercial travellers 
representing wholesale houses; and the only persons who have to 
pay for their licences are travellers calling upon private people or 
delivering goods they have sold, and persons following the calling 


of pedlar. ) 





MEXICO. 


With reference to the notice on p. 596 of the “ Board of Trade 
attnitan of Journal” of 27th June, 1907, relative to a 
Sentenats ten contract between the Mexican Government and 
Mr. T. H. Wheless for the establishment of a 
Establishment of f : , Bee? 
actory in Mexico for the manufacture of rail- 
way engines and motors, H.M. Legation in 
Mexico now reports the publication in the 
“ Diario Oficial” of the 17th February of a 
decree rescinding this contract. 


Factory for 
Railway Engines 
and Motors. 





BRAZIL (BAHIA). 


In the course of his memorandum on the cocoa industry of Bahia 
(see article on pp. 25-27), H.M. Consul at 
Bahia remarks that the cocoa pods, when fresh, 
can be utilised, in combination with wood ash, 
for the manufacture of a species of soap. 


Soap from 
Cocoa Pods. 
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STATISTICAL TABLES. 


Cotton Returns. 


Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and Exported at the 
Various Ports of the United Kingdom during the week and 12 weeks ended 


25th March, 1909 :— 
































| 
| 12 W 
ana Sy a hm 
1909. >| 25th March | wer hm aa 25th March, 
; : 1909, | : 1909. 
| 
IMPORTS. | EXPORTS, 
Bales. Bales. ! Bales. | Bales. 
American 74,240 1,443,114 2,193 | 54,713 
Brazilian... 166 5,897 20 | 1,755 
East Indian ... 8,945 36,943 170 | 10,230 
Egyptian vee} 12,492 191,089 se 10,617 
Miscellaneous 932* | 16,368F _ | 827 
" | itmeeat 
Total vs 97,775 | 1,693,411 2,383 | 78,162 
! 








* Including 322 bales British West Indian, 714 bales British West African and 
360 bales British East African. 
+ Including 2,115 bales British West Indian, 1,479 bales British West African, 
2,474 bales British East African and 278 bales foreign East African. 
NoTE.—Cotton “in transit” or “ for transhipment under bond,” if described 
as such in the ships’ reports, is not included in this return. 





Corn Prices. 


Statement showing the Average Price of British Corn, per quarter of 
8 bushels, Imperial Measure,* as received from the Inspectors and Officers of 
Excise in the week ended 27th March, 1909, and corresponding weeks of the 
seven previous years pursuant to the Corn Returns Act, 1882. 





Average Price. 

















Wheat. Barley. Oats. 

a. @, . an & a, 

Week ended 27th March, 1909... 36 «(0 28 «(0 18 6 
Corresponding week in - 

1902 ... ‘aie ae 27 3 26 «65 26 «60 

1903 ... 95. ..3 22.=Céié6 a.6hClU SS 

1904 ... SF... 13 22 10 16 6 

1905 ... so. Co} 25 1 16 Il 

1906 ... 28 3 24 5 18 ll 

1907 ... 26~=—=sé«8 a _ 6 SS 

1908 ... 31 4 25 10 17 10 








. * Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, 


provides that where returns of 


purchases of British Corn are made to the local inspector of Corn Returns in any 
other measure than the Imperial bushel or by weight or by a weighed measure that 
officer shall convert such returns into the Imperial bushel, and in the case of weight 
or weighed measure the conversion is to be mace at the rate of sixty [mperial 
pounds for every bushel of wheat, fifty Imperial pounds for every bushel of barley, 


and thirty-nine Imperial pounds for every bushel of oats, 
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previous year. 


Imports of Agricultural Produce into the United Kingdom. 
Account showing the Quantities of certain kinds of Agricultural Produce 
imported into the United Kingdom in the week ended 27th March, 1909, 
together with the quantities imported in the corresponding week of the 





| 
| 


Week ended | Correspond- 
27th March, | ing Week in 
1909. 1908. 








Animal's, living :— 
Oxen, bulls, cows and calves Number 
Sheep and lambs ” 
Swine . eee ”? 
Horses * 

Fresh meat :— 
Beef (including refrigerated and frozen) Cwts. 
Mutton - be * 2 
Pork o % o ae “ 
Meat unenumerated, fresh (including re- a. 

frigerated and frozen) 

Salted or preserved meat :— 
Bacon sae Cwts. 
Beef 9 
Hams a 
Pork eee eco eco coe 9 
Meat, unenumerated, salted ... otis = - 

». preserved otherwise than by salting) . 
(including tinned and canned) 

Diary Produce and substitutes :— | 

Butter Nie ‘ abe ...|  Cwts 


Margarine 
Cheese wl bie soe 
Milk, fresh, in cans or drums 
» cream ees 
5 condensed ioe soe 
preserved, other kinds ... 
Eggs ~ 
Poultry 


Game ese ~ eos _ 
Rabbits, dead (fresh and frozen) 
Lard one aes soe te 
Corn, grain, meal, and flour: — 


Wheat... ia as 
Wheat meal and flour... 
Barley... ene 

Oats 

Peas 


Beans ; ihe die 

Maize or Indian corn ... 
Fruit, raw :— 

Apples... oe ose 

Apricots and peaches ... 

Bananas... ix 

Cherries ... 

Currants 

Gooseberries 

Grapes 

Lemons ... 

Oranges ... 


Pears wii a an 
Plums 
Strawberries 
Unenumerated ... 
Hay Pe 
Straw aes 
Moss litter ... 
Hops © abs 


Locust beans 
Vegetables, raw :— 
Onions : 
Potatoes 
Tomatoes 
Unenumerated ... 
Vegetables, dried ... ace oon on 
= preserved by canning ccc 


...| Gt. Hundr. 


Value £ 


9 
Cwts. 


eoe] 9 


eee}  Cwts. 


” 


29 


29 


“ 
a Cwts. 
ee 


99 
Bunches: 


Cwts. 











4,434 


199 


98,117 
87,545 
8.803 


19,081 | 


106,275 
1,506 
28,235 
8,872 
1,072 
11,832 


91,065 
14,664 
41.932 
79 
24,229 
90 


279,215 
28,694 
1,690 
13,024 
64,175 


2,312,600 
129,900 
510,200 
209 100 

19.720 
5,260 


12,436 


146,585 
23,551 





SS 
ia . 
Ww 
oo 
On 


17,216 


124,127 
1,314 
27,619 
4011 
1,218 
7,404 


87,806 
14659 
40,786 
126 
18,219 
133 
290,439 
39,530 
3,070 
11,558 
43,750 





2,748,600 
352,300 
81,900 
406,100 
22,330 
12,830 
563,700 


87,266 
19 
122,071 


1,243 
19,773 
151,982 
369 

31 
1,858 
474 


2,131 
5,259 
49,583 


121,769 
145,716 
19,377 
9,026 
2,025 
5,765 
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GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS, 


TRADE RETURNS OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


-The Monthly Accounts relating to the Trade and Navigation cf 
the United Kingdom for the month of February, 1909, have been 
published. The accounts, which are issued on the 7th or 8th of 
each month, may be purchased at a cost, in the present instance, 
of 1s. 4d. per copy, either directly or through any bookseller, from 
Messrs. Witness & Sons, Fetter Lane, E.C., and 82, Abingdon 
Street, S.W.; or Messrs. Oliver & Boyd, Edinburgh ; or Edward 
Ponsonby, 116, Grafton Street, Dublin. 

Attention is further “called to the fact that two volumes and a 
Supplement of the “ Annual Statement of the Trade of the United 
Kingdom with Foreign Countries and British Possessions” for the 
year 1907 have been issued, and may be purchased at any of the 
addresses enumerated above at a cost of 5s. 7d. for the first volume, 
3s. 4d. for the second volume, and 3s. 10d. for the supplement. This 
publication, which contains much more detailed and exhaustive in- 
formation than can be given in the Monthly Accounts, gives in the 
first yolume abstract tables for the yeafs 1903-1907, and detailed 
statements of imports and exports of each article (from and to 
each country), in the second volume details as to Customs 
revenue, transhipments and articles in bond, with particulars of 
the trade of the United Kingdom with each foreign country and 
British possession, and of the trade at each port of the United 
Kingdom, and in the Supplement abstract and detailed tables 
showing countries of consignment of imports and countries of 
ultimate destination of exports. 


BOARD OF TRADE LABOUR GAZETTE. 


The “ Board of Trade Labour Gazette”* is published by the 
Board of Trade on the 16th of each month. The following are 
among the more important articles which appear in the March 
issue :—State of the Labour Market in February; Cost of Living 
in French Towns ; Royal Commission on the Poor Laws ; Railway 
Conciliation Boards; Amendnient of Law relating to Employment 
of Women and Children in Germany; Recent Conciliation and 
Arbitration Cases. 


FOREIGN OFFICE REPORT. 


The following Consular Report of the Annual Series has been 
issued during the past week :— 


No. 4,184. Trade of Azsrbiijan (Persia), 1906-8. 


Impdris and exports; trade Monthly rate of exchange. 
with principal countries. Sketch map. 





* It can be purchased through any newsagent, price 1d. 
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Government Publications. 





OTHER GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 


Iron and Steel, 1907, 3876. Price 3d. 


'This return, which has been prepared in the Commercial, Labour 
and Statistical Department of the Board of Trade, is in continua- 
tion of Parliamentary Paper No. 359 of Session 1907, and consists 
of a memorandum and statistical tables showing the production 
and consumption of iron ore and pig-iron, and the production of 
steel, in the United Kingdom and the principal foreiga countries 
in recent years, together with the imports and exports of certain 
classes of iron and steel manufactures. (See article on pp. 16-18), 


Report on the Emigrants’ Information Office for the year ended 
31st December, 1908. (Cd. 4,526. Price 2d. 


The number of letters received at the Emigrants’ Information 
Office in 1908 was 16,463, against 18,874 in 1907, being a 
decrease of 2,411 (or 12:8 per cent.). Of this total, 14,646 were 
applications by or on behalf of intending emigrants, against 
16,902 in 1907, being a decrease of 13:3 per cent. The number 
of personal enquiries was 3,900. Of the personal enquiries 8-3 
per cent. described themselves as general labourers; 28°5 per 
cent. as skilled mechanics ; 5'0 per cent. as clerks ; 6°2 per cent. 
were female domestic servants, the remainder representing various 
other occupations. 


Tarnings and Hours Enquiry. Leport of an Enquiry by the 
Board of Trade into the Hurnings and Hours of Labour of Work- 
people of the United Kingdom. L.—Tezxtile Trade in 1906. Cd, 
4,545. Price 2s. 7d. 

In the case of the textile trades included in the present volume 
the results of the enquiry cover over half a million workpeople, 
compared with about 300,000 in the previous enquiry of 1886. 
The result shows that in the textile trades the average wages for 
adults for a full week’s work in 1906 were 28s, ld. for men and 
15s. 5d. for women. A comparison with the results of the 1886 
enquiry shows an average rise of about 20 per cent. for men and 
22 per cent. for women. It is, however, to be observed that 1886 
was a year of depression and 1406 a year of comparatively good 
employment in the textile trades, and it 1s necessary to consider 
what allowance should be made for this fact before accepting the 
results of the enquiry as representing the true change of wages in 
twenty years. It appears that if the comparison had related to the 
quinquennial periods 1884-8 and 1904-8 instead of to the single 
years 1€86 and 1906, the increase in wages would have been about 
16 per cent. for men and 18 per cent. for women, Meanwhile the 
working time in an ordinary week has been reduced by nearly 2 
per cent. 
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Government Publications. 





Passengers to and from Places out of Hurope. February. Cd. 
4,515—1. Price 4d. Return showing :— 

(1) ‘The numbers and nationalities of the passengers that left or 
arrived in the United Kingdom for or from places. out of Europe ; 
and 
= (2) The net balance of such passengers outward or inward, 
during ‘the month of February, and the two months ending 
February, 1909, compared with the corresponding periods of the 
previous year. 





FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS. 


Tue following Reports of H.M. Diplomatic and Consular Ofhcers, 
which have been issued in the Annual and Miscellaneous Series since 
the lst January, 1909, may be obtained from Messrs. Wyman & Sons, 
Fetter Lane, London, E.C. 


The titles of the Miscellaneous Series are printed in Italic type. 





























No. Place. Price|| No. Place. Price 
| 
EUROPE — | ASIA— 
Belgium : : | Japan: 
4182 | Antwerp, Shipping, 1908 ...| 6§d.| 672 | Raw Silk Industry and 
| Habutae (Japanese Manu- 
Italy : | Jactured Silk)... 3d. 
4183 | Southern Italy, 1908 ...| ld. || 674 | Matting Industry .. | 14d. 
0738 | Agriculture of Southern || 675 | Sugar Industry « if South 
Italy ion ves oe | 2d. | Formosa, 1908... | $d. 
perience | Persia : 
4181 | Goa, 1907... be ...| ld. ||4184 | Azerbaijan, 1906-8, ... oo.| 2d. 
4179 | Bushire, 1907-8... | 4d. 
Switzerland: 
4178 | Budget, 1909 an woe | 1d. | WEST INDIES - 
Cuba, 1907 ... 
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Confidential Information. 


The Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade has 
for several years been in the habit of forwarding to Chambers of 
Commerce for the confidential use of their members, but not for 
publication, information. (chiefly as to openings abroad for British 
trade) to which it has appeared desirable in the interests of 
British trade to draw attention confidentially. The plan met 
with general approval, and in order to attain more fully the 
purpose of the Board, namely, to reach all British manufac- 
turers or traders interested, it was decided, on the recom- 
mendation of the Commercial Intelligence Committee, to sup- 
plement the above-mentioned system by opening at the Com- 
mercial Intelligence Branch, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C., a 
Register of British firms who might desire to receive confidential 
information relative to their respective trades. The Register was 
opened in January, 1907, and a considerable number of British 
firms have since applied and had their names entered. Other 
British firms desiring to have their names entered on this Register 
should fill up and forward to the Commercial Intelligence Branch 
a form of application, copies of which may be obtained at the 
offices of the Branch. 

The admission to the Register, as well as the retention upon it, 
of any firm is at the discretion of the Board of Trade. 

No charge is made for information supplied, but every firm 
admitted to the Register is required to become a subscriber to the 
*‘ Board of Trade Journal” (and to register as such with the sale 
agents, Messrs. Wyman & Sons, Limited, Fetter Lane, London, 
E.C.), in order to ensure that those who are desirous of receiving 
such confidential information should first be in possession of all 
the official information relating to their particular trade which 
is published in, that Journal. The annual subscription to the 
Journal, including postage, is 15s. 2d. 

The present scheme is provisional and experimental, and its 
continuance and future development will depend on the results of 
experience. 

NoteE.—Apart from the special Register, the Branch is always 
ready to answer, as far as possible, enquiries on specific questions 
in the interest of British trade. 
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Commercial Intelligence Branoh of the Board of Trade. 

The Intelligence Branch of the Commercial Department of 
the Board of Trade (73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C.) is 
intended to be a centre at which information on all subjects of 
commercial interest shall be collected and classified in a form 
convenient for reference, and at which, so far as the interests of 
British trade permit, replies shall be given to enquiries by traders 
on commercial matters. On application being made to it either 
personally or by letter, the Branch supplies, so far as is possible, 
information with regard to the following subjects, viz. : Commercial 
Statistics; Matters relating to Foreign and Colonial Tariffs and 
Customs Regulations; Lists of Firms Abroad engaged in particular 
lines of business in different localities; Foreign and Colonial 
Contracts open to Tender ; Sources of Supply, Prices, &c., of Trade 
Products ; Forms of Certificates of Origin ; Regulations concerning 
Commercial Travellers, &c., &c. 

There is a Sample Room at the offices of the Branch, where, in 
addition to samples illustrative of reports of H.M. Consuls or of 
the Correspondents or Special Commissioners of the Board of 
Trade, specimens of special interest that may be received from 
India, the Colonies, &c., are exhibited from time to time. 

The Governments of Canada and Queensland have established, 
in proximity to the Commercial Intelligence Branch, at 73, Basing- 
hall Street, special offices for dealing with trade matters (see below). 

The “ Board of Trade Journal” is the principal medium through 
which intelligence collected by the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch, and intended for general information, is conveyed to the 
public. The ‘‘ Journal” is issued weekly at the price of 3d. All 
applications respecting subscription, or the purchase of single 
copies, should be addressed in London to Messrs. Wyman & Sons, 
Ltd., Fetter Lane, E.C. ; in Edinburgh to Messrs. Oliver & Boyd ; 
and in Dublin to Edward Ponsonby, 116, Grafton Street. Copies 
may also be obtained from Messrs. G. Street & Co., Ltd., 30, 
Cornhill, E.C. 

All communications intended for the Commerciai inteluigence 
Branch of the Board of Trade should be addressed to: The 
Director, Commercial Intelligence Branch, Board of Trade, 78, 
Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 


Colonial Trade Enquiry Offices. 


Trade Enquiry Offices are maintained in London by certain 
Colonial Governments at the following addresses :— 

Canada ... Des ... 738, Basinghall Street, E.C. 

Commonwealthof Australia 72, Victoria Street, S.W. 

New Zealand... ... 18, Victoria Street, S.W. 

Queensland a ... 73, Basinghall Street, E.C. 

Victoria ae ..» 142, Queen Victoria Street, E.C. 

New South Wales ... 128-5, Cannon Street, E.C. 

South Australia... ... 28, Bishopsgate Street Within, E.C. 

Cape of Good Hope ... 98, Victoria Street, S.W. 

Retail... aot ... 26, Victoria Street, S.W. 














